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potatoes in a 10 per cent. solution of sul-
phuric aeld is a means of effec-
tively preventing any possibility of
infection from these potatoes, and
thevefore we propose to establish a
depot at Fremantle for the treat-
ment of potatoes by this method, which
will enable us to exercise a check and
prevent the eornering of the local supply.
Because I realise that in the cornering
of the loecal supply it will not be the
growers who will do the cornering, but
the produce merchants who buy from
them and then, by exercising a corner,
put up the price te the consumer. We
will have this means of introducing pota-
toes without any possibility of infection,
and will be able to protect the interests
of the consnmers of Western Australia
by reducing the price of potatoes. We
find that the officers of the department
feel assured that this process of treat-
ment is much cheaper than the existing
method, and I certainly believe we will
not. go back to the famine prices which
have ruled for some time past, and which
have made the potato an article tabooed
to a very large proportion of the people
of Western Australia. I may say there
are other proposals in which I hope to
have the eco-operation, not only of mem-
bers, but of producers and consumers
outside, in regard to the cheapening the
price of other commodities. But, natur-
ally, one requires time to deal with these
things and investigate them fully. I can
assure hon. membeys we are dealing with
this question of cheapening the cost of
staple articles of diet with a view to mak-
ing it less oncrous to consumers than it
has heen in the past. So far as the
question of the price of sungar is con-
cerned, that is a matter over which we
have very liitle control ; but had the
people of Australia exercised a little more
consideration at the time the questions
were submilted at the referenda we might
have had ‘some relief in this matter,
which has been a subject of comment for
some time past. However, I want to
assure hon. members that in any proposal
which we may advance we certainly in-
tend to give every encouragement to the
agricultural industry to the end that it
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may prosper ; and we are also going to
take steps, so far as lies in our power,
to see that in the development of that in-
dustry we safeguard the interests of the
consumer and provide that where we ave
able to raise s more economiec and better
supply of agricultural produets, the first
advantage of that better supply is going
to be reached by the econsumers, who to-
day are called upon to support very
largely the efforts which are being made
for the encouragement of the agricul-
tural industry of the State,

On motion by Mr. Dooley debate ad-
journed.

BILL—SUPPLY (£460,000).

Returned from the Legislative Council
without amendment.

House adjourned al 8.28 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 9th November, 1911.
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The PRESIDENT ftook the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seerctary: 1, Annual
Report of the Superintendent of Puhlie
Charities; 2, Annaal Report of the Chief
Inspector of Fisheries.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day—Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previens day,

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central): With
other hon. members who have already
spoken I wish to add my eongratulations
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to my friend and colleague, Mr. Urew,
on his reaching the high position of
Colounial Seeretary and leader of this
House, and also to the Hon, Mr. Dodd.
1 would also like to extend to the two
rew members a weleome to this House.
The Governor’s Speech is fairly lengthy,
althongh there is a considerable amount
of it of a nebnlous charaeter. T shonld
imagine there is more than enough busi-
ness, however, to keep the attenfion of
the House until the end of the session.
The Government draw attention to the
vofing at the veeent general elections
and point out the hLigh perceniage ol
voters who went to the poll, and theve is
no doubt whatever it must have been
ewinently satisfactory to the present
Government, It proves the unstability
of political power—there iz no doubt
about that—and it shows that no party
can hold the reins of power for six years
without treading on the toes of the elee-
tors. That is one of the chief causes
of the politieal tidal wave that has swepi
over this State. I am sure as far as
tlis House is concerned every assistance
will be given to the leader of the House
and his coileagues in carrying through ail
measures which we congider for the bene-
fit and in the interests of the State and
its development. The Governor’s Speech
states—

The prospeet of the early construr-
tion of the Transcontinental Railway
i an angury of increased commereial
and dndustrial activity within the
State.

It just struck me when I read that para-
graph that we might have had some
statement from the Government as to
what they intend to do at an early date
in regard to the eonstruetion of the con-
necting link of that railway from Kal-
goorlie to Fremantle. The rails and fas-
tenings for the Transeontinental railway,
I bhelieve, have already heen orderd
and  practically the work has been
commenced, and T read in ithe Federal
Hansard when the Hon. King (’Malley
was introducing the measure, he said
that he expeected that in all probability
the railway would be finished within two
vears. If that is likely to be the case
our Government ought to be up and
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doing at once to prepare plans and see
about the construction of the railway
from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle. It will
be a very big undertaking, because the
question of aceommodation at Fremantle
for inereased shipping and all that sort
of thing will of conrse necessarily have
to be gone into. T trust the leader of the
House will be in a position to tell us
about this matter when he iz veplying
at the end of this debate. I am glad
to see the Government still believe in
the future of the mining industry.
There is no doubt whatever that, con-
sidering the vast extent of our territory,
200 or 300 square miles of mineral terri-
tory, that mining ought to be in its initi-
atory stage, although no one, on the
other hand, ean deny that the gold min-
ing industry since 1903 has been in a de-
cadent state. Irom year to wear and
month to month, almost every month [
think as compared with the same montih
of 103 has shown o decline in the goll
mining industry. That is neof a very
satisfactory state of things. No doubt
important developments have taken place
in vavious parts of the State which may
lead to a more satisfactory eondition of
things in the industry. 1 notice amongst
other things ihat “recent development in
the large wines of the Kalgoorlie dis-
triet give reassuring testimony as Lo the
permanency and value of the great lodes
at depths.” We always expecled—al-
though I did not expect it on this occa-
sion—for the Murchison lo be forgotten.
A most important development has taken
place during the last twelve months af
the Great Fingall mine. It has been
proved that payable gold exists at a
depth of 2,200 feet, and this will insure
the continuance of that mine for many
years lo come and possibly it may pro-
duce as much gold and pay as good divi-
dends in the future as in the past. T
think it worth while drawing attenfiom
to this great mine which did not look
too well 18 months or two years ago. It
has taken now a new lease of life and
when it is proved that gold exists at a
great depth on the Murchison it may give
enconragemeni to other mines from Peak
Hill to Yalgoo 1o sink at a greater depth
to try and prove the existence of gold
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-at a depth in their localities. The Speech
also says—

My Ministers, fully recognising the
importance of developing the agricul-
tural resources of the State, have under
consideration the routes of several
railways. for the construction of which
Rills will in due course be submitted to
you.

That tells us nothing. There are no
speeial railways referred to and 1 think
there is no member in the House but
who will support any railway throngh
eountry that is shown to be suitable for
agricultural development. There are mauy
reasons why railways should be econ-
strueted in agrienlfural and mining eoun-
try, because under the system of eon-
strueling railways which has been earried
out during the past few years in Western
Australia it has been just as cheap, or
almost as cheap, to coustruct a railway as
to build a good macadamised road, and,
of eowrse, railways are infinitely
superior and ean carry an immense
amount of freight. The Government
propose a very Iimportant move,
which has my sympathy, napely the
amalgamation of the departments admini-
stering the water supplies. I think
it is a very good idea, and T hope that,
in future, when reports are published in
the newspapers, they will be of an in-
formative charaeter. In reference io the
reporis which we have had treating with
the water consumed, the revenue, the ex-
penses, and so on in eonnection with the
goldfields wafer supply, the public have
only had before them one portion of the
account. In future I trust that they will
wet the whole of it. They have simply
had a statement of the expenses of run-
ning the secheme, and the revenue, but we
ought to have the total expenses, inclnding
interest and sinking fund. Considering
the much morve satisfactory condition of
things that exists now eompared wilh what
existed some years ago, and considering
that last year's loss on the scheme was
only some £25000, the Government need
not be afraid of taking the publie into
their confidence and giving full accounts
from cquarvter to quavter. The Govern-
ment intend to inerease the eapital and
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extend the operations of the Agrienltural
Bank. I think everyone in this State will
be in favour of thai. The constitution of
the bank makes it necessary that we should
inerease the capital from time to time,
hecause the bank is not at liberty to use
the capital which we provide them wisi.
If we provide the bank with half a mil-
lion of money and that is lent to the set-
tlers, when it is returned it is earmarked
and does not go back into the capital, but
an ordinary bhank is continually using its
eapital. There is no doubt that the pre-
sent capifal of the bank would be move
than ample if the trostees were in the
same position as the directors of an or-
dinary bank, who utilise their ecapital as
it comes in, Of course, we cannot discuss
the measure until it comes before us, but
our sympafhies are all in favour of ex-
tending the usefulness of ths insiiiu-
tion, which has done so mueh in the past
for the settlement of the lands of this
State. There is a paragraph in the Speech
which says that the Government propose
to reduce Ministerial and certain Parlia-
mentary salaries. 1 believe the proposal
is Lo reduce the salaries of Ministers, and
of what other officers T do not know, but
at any rate if Minislers eonsider £1,000
a year perfectly sufficient for themselves
I ean see no reason why we should object.
At the same time, we must not forget that
both Houses of Parliament wvoted the
szlaries at present payable, and, person-
ally, I do not think them oo high. There
are many men in the employment of pri-
vate firms and individuals who have much
higher salaries than are paid to Ministers
of the Crown at the present moment.
Theve are men in Kalgoorlie on the big
mines who are paid £2,000 and £3,000
a Year.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
much higher than that.

Hon. W. PATRICK: I am speaking
well within the mark, But not one of
them, even in the higgest mines, has so
responsible a position as a Minister of
the Crown in Western Australia. There
is a proposal to amend the Criminal Code
so as o provide for eourts of criminal ap-
peal, but T would like to see the Bill be-
fore saying whether I will suppurt it or

Some are paid
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otherwise. Referring, however, to crimi-
nal matters generally, there was a grave
case in Katanning a few days ago dealing
with an assault on two young children.
I am going to make no rvemark on the
Judge’s sentence, but I undersiand from
the report in the newspaper that the
clanse in the measure which was passed
last session to impose the punishment of
floreing has been found {o be inopera-
tive. I certainly think that if that is so.
it is the daty of the Government to see
that an amendment of the Aet is intro-
duced so as to make it operative, because
if there is one erime more abominable than
another it is this one. Personally, I should
go mueh further than flogging—1 wouli
treat a brute as o brute. The Government
also propose to transfer the appellate
jurisdiction of the Governor in Couneil in
divoree and matlrimonial causes to the
Supreme Court. I have always held a
strong opinion, that so far as divoree is
concerned, the man and woman should
he on exactly the same basis; there should
be ro diserimination whatever. It is a
remnant from the times of barbarism, that
there should he any difference at all, and
if the Government include in the measure
a clause dealing with this point they will
have my strongest support. I am very
pleased to see that the Government are
following in the footsteps of their pre-
decessors in moving as quiekly as possible
for the establishment of a vniversity. We
passed the measure last year and we can-
not have the institution bronght into op-
eralion too soon. The edueation of the
Treople in this State is one of the greatest
things we possibly ean do for the faulure
benefit of the people. No doubt there are
many important things which have been
omitted from the Speech, but one of very
great importanee is that of immigration. I
=hould have liked some statement from the
Government as to whether they intend
to conlinne the system of immigration
carried on by the late Government, or
whether they intend to modify or stop it.
I consider this matter of immigralion to
Australia overshadews anything else we
ean do. Here we have a continent of
three million square miles, or thereabouts.

larrer thaa the continent of Europe, and
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we lave 4p millious of people,
about equal 1o the population of Seotland
and lveland. We have had lessons from
the wars and rumours of war in Europe
during the lasi three or four monihs,
whieh show the absolute necessity of peo-
pling this country with white men and
women.  Germany wouwld have gone to
war with France for the sake of acquiring
tervitory in Morroeo lud not Great Brit-
ain interposed diplomatically, and finally
Germany ouly stopped in her demands on
receiving what she called compensation,
though she had no elaim for compensation
becanse she had no rights in the matier;
she received some 200,000 sguare miles of
Fretieh territory on the Congo in order to
prevent war, 1 ecan easily understand
the position of Germany. Her popua-
tion is inereasing at the rate of one mil-
lion per annum, and she has said time
after time that she must have temperate
country in which to extend her Empire.
We know that she would have gone to war
at the time of the Boer trouble and seized
South Africa had hev fleet been strong
enough.  To-day we have the case of
Italy saying to Turkey withont any reason
or provoeation, “We want Tripoli, and if
you <o nof eare to give us it we will take
it” And in process of taking ¥ she is
going in for murder on a huge scale. Tt
is the most diseracefnl war that has ever
been waged. It is not war bot massacre,
and simply in order to aequire territory in
a temperate portion of the globe so that
Ttaly can settle her surplns population.
And then within the last few weeks the
great slumbering giant of China has awak-
ehed, and no doubt when that eountry is
properly organised she will be a tremend-
ous danger to Australia. The buildine of
warships is notliing without people. The
only defence is to populate the country.
I have no right to sayv that the present
Government do not intend to encourage
immieration. hut if the Government have
decided aeainst immigration T ask them to
rerongider their dectsion. Fowever. no
doubt the Colonial Secretary will tell us
ahout this matter when he is replvine. 1
do not infend to say anything forther be-
yond that T have very mneh pleasure in
supporting the Address-in-reply.
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Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) : Since
Parliament provogued last February a
very important ehange has come over the
relationship between the polifical parties
in this State, a change so material that
even non-party people like some members
of ihis Chamber cannot altogether ignore
it. As the result of the recent general
elections a new set of men have been ve-
turned to power, and a new, or compara-
tively new, pacty in Australian politics
have been placed in office with an almost
overwhelming majority in another place,
and they have different ideals and differ-
ent aspirations in Mmany respects
their predecessors. That party in eoming
into power have excited very high ex-
pectations Throughout the State. They
have excited high expectations amongst
the members of their own party out-
side of Parliament—thé members of
politieal and industrial organisations
associnted with that party—and they
have also excited very high expectations
among that very larze section of public
opinion that eomes between the two part-
ies in this State—those people who arve
neither bonnd to the Wilsen party nor to
the Labour party, but form a very hig
section who usually sway the elections,
and who on this oceasion threw in their
weight with the present Goverment and
were responsible for the position of politi-
eal narties to-day.  Those expectations
are so extrapordinarily high that T think
perhaps it is right that it should he recog-
nised hy the Labour party as well as by
the conntry generally, that the difficulties
that the present Government have to face
towards the realisation of those high ex-
peetations arve extremely great, so very
areat that the publie should nol expect
them to be realised in a vear, or even two
vears. or it may take muech longer. The
diffiendties to my mind are mainly of a
financial charaeter, and in referring to
the finanees of this State it ought not to be
thoneht in any¥ way that what T sav shonld
imply that thev are unsound or that the
credit of the State is not perfectly zood.
The diffienlties are merely the diffienl-
ties in earrving out the policy ontlined
by the Government, the poliey that their
supporters expect. having regard to the

from.
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financial position of the affairs of the
State. The new problems presented lo
the Ministry might be sommed up
by stating that if the Government
carty out their policy, and I am
eertain they will nse every weans in their
power to do so, it will increase the ex-
penditare, and under exisling condifions,
if there be no alteratien in taxation, T am
very much afraid there may be a diminish-
ing revenue. To my mind ihe Goveru-
ment, or the party new in power, are
peculiarly fortunate in the selection of
the men to occupy Cabinet rvank. I
think those members of (his Cham-
ber and another place who know
the personnel of the lTmbour party.
must agree that the choice of eauncns
was an eminently wise one—that it almost
converts one to the idea that perhaps the
best system of electing Ministers is elec-
tion by party. 1 am uot going to say
that there are not members of the Lakour
party who ave quite as good as the mem:-
bers of the Cabinet, hut T think we can
say of this Ministry, what one ean rarely
say of any Ministry, that there is not a
single member of it who s not eminently
qualified to oeenpy a place in it. The
Labour party have given to the seience of
politics many reforms that will be per-
manent, and have deeidedly added o the
general schemse of improvement which is
continually going on; but 1T do think that
svstem of election is valuable inasmueh as
it relieves the leader of embarrassment,
and alse T should imagine it wounld prevent
the jealousy that sometimes exists in
narties where a particular individual may
not be selected, and there is mmneh
consequent irritation. Perhaps  also
that system which has heen adopted with
such eminently suceessful resulls in State
and Commonwealth Tarliaments mnay lead
on to still further advaneement towards
possihle elective Ministries. The expecia-
tions regarding the new men who have
faken office are high, particuiariy he-
eause of what has been done in a <hort
time by the Federal Labour Ministry.
I think that anybody who looks back on
what has been done sinee the Iast Faderal
elections, and views the actions of the
Irederal Ministry with an unbiassed mind,
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must agree that that Governmenf has al-
ready achieved wonders of statesmanship.
In naval affairs they have adopted the
scheme which was recommended by an ex-
pert who was appointed on the advice of
the British Admiralty, Admiral Hender-
son, and by the end of June the Govern-
ment will have expended three millions
out of the four million pounds that will
be necessary to provide the fleet unit re-
commended by that expect. So far as land
detence is concerned, the present Federal
Government is following out the recom-
mendations of no less an authority than
Lord Kitchener. If the Federal Govern-
ment had done no more than that in the
maiter of defence, I think they would de-
serve the thanks of Australia, and T think
it is a tribute that ought to be paid fo
them irrespeetive of the political views of
the individual who is judging. Butb that
is not all they have done. They have also
provided for invalid and old age pensions,
a most beneficent and humane measure, a
scheme that will cost over two millions
during the present year. But their work
has not stopped there. They are alzo de-
veloping the Northern Territory, and they
are going even further; they are seeing
that the Commonwealth is bearing ifs
share of the white man’s borden in the
effort to develop New Guinea in the in-
terests of the black race there. In addi-
tion to that they are keeping faith with
New South Wales, and it is cxtremelv
important that the good faith of the Com-
monwealth should be maintained, and they
are doing that by constructing the Fed-
eral capital in New South Wales,
" Hon. M. L. Moss: What concerns us
most is that they should keep faith with
Weslern Australia.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I wonld like to
ask the hon. gentleman in whal single
respect (hey have not kept faith with
Western Anstralia?

Hon. M. L. Moss: They have not earvied
out the promise to give us our customs
revenue for 25 years, the promise made
when the elections were on,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN:
ment is not quite the case.

Bon. M. L. Moss: It is absolntely eor-
rect.

That state-
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Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: What they
have done is this. Despite what was said
on political platforms during the cam-
paign regarding the financial agreement
when the present Federal Government
eame into power, they adopted in its en-
firety the financial agreement tha: was
agreed upon by their predecessors in eon-
ference with the States. The difference
in regard to the financial agreement was,
that this agreement, as it was originally
presented to the people by the Deakin
Government, was that it was for all time,
and the proposal that bas been approved
by the Federal Government is that the
agreement should continne for ten years.
I have never heard any suggestion as to
whether or not at the end of that ten years
it should not still be further continued,
but I think when they pledged themselves
to continue that agreement for ten years
they were deing al they possibly eonld
in the interests of the Commonwealth.
Why pledge the Commonwealth further?
Another Government will possibly be in
power then and another set of ecirenm-
stances” will have arisen, and why should
this Government or any other Government
pledge futurity for 25 years? I say that
ten years is o reasonable time, because it
enables State Treasurers to know what to’
look forward to, but to ask for 25 years
is rather too long, althought it is not
quite so bad as the original financial
agreement. If the hon. member or any
other hon. mewber has nothing further
than that to bring against the Common-
wealth Government, all T ean say is that
the case against the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is a very weak one indeed.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: This is scarcely
the place to discuss those matiers,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: 1 was taken off
the track somewhut. What I wanfed to
show was that the Federal Parliament
having provided an effective system of
defence, invalid and old age pensions, the
deveiopment of the Northern Territory
and Papua, and having moved forward in
the matter of the Federal eapital; having
done all these things, the expectations of
the public are rather high when the same
party come into power in a State. It
should he remembered that the Federal
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Government ave also about to construet
the West Australian Transcontinental
railway, and having done all this it closes
the year with a surplus of £1,300,000.
The Commonwealth was never more pros-
perous or more progressive than it is to-
day. 1 mention all that because I think it
iz n reason thai has aciuated the people
of this State to hold extraordinarily high
hopes as to what this Government will do,
and [ sav it is impossible for our State
CGovernment in view of the financial posi-
tion, to earry out and realise the hopes
of the people. It is right that that
should be said at the very ouiset, and
that it should be fully recognised hoth by
supporters and opponents of the Govern-
ment. What is the finaneial position of
the State to-day? The accumulated de-
fieil is £79,000, which is not a very large
defieit. The Under Treasurer, Mr. Eliot,
prepared a minute prior to the elections
which was found by the ineoming Trea-
suver. It foreecasted the financial position
of the State. In that estimate Mr. Eliot
estimated that the end of December would
show 2 surplus of £16,000. In view of the
fact that already there is a deficit of £79,-
000, and that as we have only two months
to go to the end of December, T fail to
see how it will be possible for that sur-
plus estimated by Mr. Eliot to be rea-
lised. But Mr. Eliot went on to say that
if the revenue and expenditure of the
State during the coming year remained the
same a3 it was during the last year, the
end of the financial year would show a
deficit of £116,000. Now, owing to ex-
penditure which has already been incurred
by this Government, an expenditnre of
£35,000 in granting increases fo railway
servants, which were promised prior to
the eleetion, a further sum will be added
to that £116,000. But I do not know thai
it would be quite right to anticipate that
the revenue for the coming year will be
equal to the revenue for last year. We
all sincerely hope it will be. There have
been some references to the dry season.
We were glad fo hear some hon. members
who know a good deal of the subjcet say
that these references were somewhat ex-
ageerated, Let if be lhoped that it is so.
Rat, presnming the vevenue (o be the
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same, even on these two items there is a
certain deficit of something like £150,000.
And that is not ¢he end; during the last
eleclion eampaign the then Opposition
eontinually objected to the poliecy of the
previous Government in poaching on loan
funds for revenne work. Certain expendi-
ture on addilions and improvements to
railways and rolling stock was considered
to be an improper item to come oul of the
loan funds, and personally I think that
expenditure ought if possible to come out
of revenue. Now the amount expended
last year on these items in the Railway
Department was something like £200,000,
and if the present Government fulfil their
promise not to spend loan funds on such
purposes the position will be still
worse from a financial point of view.
To me it seems that the Government will
be perfectly justified in pointing oul ihat
when those promises were made the finan-
eial position was not as clear as it has
sinee become, and they would have good
reason for asking the State to exereise
patience and he not too hasly in an an-
xiety to see realised the expectations
which were excited by the incoming Gov-
ernment. I mention this because I want
to point out the extraordinary difficullies
with which the Government are faced, and
try to show that il is too much lo expect
that all the anticipations with which this
Government came into power should be
realised at once, or perhaps for many
vears to come, I ean only see one solulion
of the difficulties. T think the Government
must, where possible, go in for economy,
and. in addition to that, I am afraid there
is no alternative to increased taxation.
Neither proposal is a popular one, but T
fail to see how the Government ean other-
wise meet the position. Some mem-
bers have commented on the faet that
ther was no reference in the Speech
to the question of immigration, They
seemed to make a point out of that.
I have never read a Governor's Speech
which did not leave out a great deal more
than was puat in, and the fact that there
was no reference in this last Speech to
immigration does not imply that the Gov-
ernment are in any way opposed fo a

policy of immigralion. A snggestion I
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would respectfully offer in conmection with
the pursuance of a poliey of immigration.
I think every reasonable person in the
Slate desires to see immigration encour-
aged. 8o ready is the recogmition of
the need for fresh people that it seems
almost a waste of time to harp on the
necessity for additional population to fill
our vacant spaces—the suggestion T would
respectfully offer to ithe Government is
ihat they shounld aet in co-operation with
the Commonwealth Government and with
the Governments of the oiher States of
Australia in endeavouring to bring about
some unniform system of immigration.

Hon. M. L. Moss: We have heen doing
very well in the past withont co-operation
with the other States in ilns matfer.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I think we
wonld do still better with the assistance
of the other States. A proposal came fo
the last Government from the other
States; all T know of that proposal is
contained in a reference which was made
to it in the Hounse hy the late Colonial
Seerefary. At any rale (ke proposal was
not received very favourably. TIL  was
a suggestion from the Premier of New
South Wales with a view, T think, of
uniform action regarding the whole of the
Commonwealth. T think that the wmoney
which is being spent now would be spent
to hetter advantage if it were done as
the vesult of uniform action, and if some
seheme were {o he devised by which all
the States should be treated fairly. And
T suggest that possibly o conference might
he held between responsibie Ministers of
the Commonwealth and of the Stafes, and
at this conference those Minisiers eould
go into the whole matter of the queshon
of finance, the ruesiion of advertising in
the British Isles. and the question of the
distribution of immigrants, and so deal
wilh these imporiant matiers in a broud
and statesmanlike way. 1 do noi 1hink
any members of the Parliament of West-
ern Anstralin have any fear of compari-
son between this State and the Fastern
States, as they appear lo immigrants,
This State has limitless undeveloped re-
sourees, Surely if the advaniages of all
the Staies were placed fairly befoie in-
mierants no State could show a better case

‘agrienltural or other population.
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for immigration than Weslern Amnstralia,
and I believe that mueh money now being
spent would be spent to far beiter
advaniage if the whole of (he Com-
monwealth and each individual State
were working in  econcerted  action.
Now there iz a point In conneclion
with the immigration peliey pursued by
the late Government whieh T think it
would be worth while of the present Gov-
ernment to make inquiries about, and
that iz the question of the Melbourne
agency. I do not know exactly whal is
being done hy the Melbourne agency,
but I would suggest to the present Gov-
ernment that they consider whether that
office is quite in nceord with the Federal
gpirit we wish (o see exercised beiween
the States. The Mimstry should decide
whether any effort should be made in the
Eastern States to take from them their
I be-
lieve in the pelicy of do unto others as
we would like others to do unto us, and I
would ask members how would they like
it if, for inmstance, the Queensland Gov-
ernment were to open an agency, let us
say in Kalgoorlie, with a view to persnad-
ing miners—of whom hundreds every
vear are desirous of giving up their oe-
cupation and settling on farms with what
money they have saved—lto indueing
these miners to go to Queensland. or some
other of the Eastern States, rather than
to settle in Western Australia. I for
one would resard it as an unfederal
action. T would resent it, and I think
Parliament and the State also would re-
sent it. Yet- this is just what we our-
selves arve doing in Melbourne, Ministers
should ask themselves whether it is ad-
visable to continue an aggressive poliey
of bringing settlers from the Jastern
States (o Western Ausiralia. Tf ihis
Stale desires io hring desirable setflers

from the Fastern States to selile on
our lands T will offer a sugeestion
the adoplion of which would resuli

i the bringing of lmndreds of aeri-
culturists from the Eastern States with-
out adverlisement, and this result wonld
he as certain to follow as the night the
day. My suggestion is that the Govern-
ment make available the enormous traet
of valuable agricultural land lying be-
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Lween- Norseman and Esperance. The re-
port of the majority of the "advisory
board stated that in that area there was
134 million acres of the best agricnltural
land in Western Australia at present in
possession of the Crown and with go good
a rainfall. I ask®hon. members, it a simi-
lar report had been made regavding any
other distriet in the State, would that
distriect not have been long ere this pro-
vided with railway communication? I
have met men from the Easltern States
who know the value of land; I have at
different times met as many as a hundred
such men who have gone down there, some
prejudiced against the land, and who, in
spite of this, on return have spoken in the
highest possible terms of the agrienltural
value of that land. If the railway be
built it will unquestionably add a new
and prosperous province to Western Aus-
tralin. Some members complained that
this railway is not mentioned in tha
Speech; that is so, but T look with con-
fidlence and with hope to this CGovern-
ment introducing a Bill this session for
the construction of that line. T feel per-
fectly certain that the lavge number
of people who are anxious to go upon
that land, not only people in Western
Australia, but alse people in the Fastern
States, will have that opportunity pro-
vided for them this session. Before T
conelnde T would like to refer to the
speech of my friend. Mr. Moss. He s
a gentleman who to this Honse is a great
acguisition and sometimes a very great
danger; he iz a genfleman whose power
of eloquence is g0 great that he reminds
me of the story of a countryman of mine,
This countryman stole a hen. There was
no doubt ahout his having stolen the hen,
Tt was a reprehensible thing for an Irish-
man to do, but still I must eonfess he
actually stole the hen; and in due course
he was charged with the erime in the
police couart. There was a brilliant
young advocate who was hviefless at the
time, and he took up the case. and by
his great ability haffled all the witnesses
for thie prosecution and made {hem con-
tradict themselves over and over again.
The resnlt was the prosecution had not
a ler to stand on, and the barrister made
a most brilliant appeal to the heneh and
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reduced almost everyone, even the police-
man, to tears, Finally the magistrate, in
a most apologetic voice dismissed the ease,
and the Irisliman left the court without
a stain on his character; and as he was
going out of the court, he seratehed his
liead and said, “Begorrah! When I came
into this court I thought I stole that hen.
but really T do not think 1T could have
stolen the hen now myself.” That harris-
ter by his briilianey even eonvinced the
guilty man that he was innocent, Mr.
Moss has ability of that sort. I do not
know of any man in Parliament who can
make the worse seem the better canse. He
ought to he satisfied with this great abil-
ity; it ought to be good enough to estah-
lish a case; but I am sorry there is an-
other aspeet of Mr. Moss with which I
will have to deal, and 1T am extremely
glad that he is here, becanse I will have
to tell him some home truths. When
a man comes to this House he ought to
be sure of thie accurney of his statements.
Yesterday the hon. member referred to
the mining indunstry. Bither Mr, Moss is
right or the official returns of the Mines
Department are wrong, or viee versa, Tt
is for this House to say whether the
official returns are correct or Mr. Moss.
The hon. member bronght forward a set
of fizures, and it was grossly unfair for
him to quote them in the way he did. I
cannot helieve he prepared the fizures.
It scemed to me he had a brief, and that
someone else had prepaved them, some-
one else who was rather eaveless as to the
way he did it. YWhat did Br. Moss en-
deavour to prove? He quoted from stat-
isties regarding the mining industry and
lie referred to partieular departments that
showed a loss, He showed that the pnblic
batteries, for instance, were not paying,
that during (he ten years or so that they
had been in existence there was a total
loss of some five figures, bui o few
thousand pounds loss every vear when
totted up for ten years looks a big
amount. He told us about the water
scheme. But he did not tell us ile
water seheme accounts do mot pro-
vide for what Sir John Forrest has
over and over again pointed out they
should provide for. Were it not fov
that water scheme the cost of running the
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railways to the goldfields would be in-
creased by tens of thousands of pounds
annually, but there is no. recognition of
that aspeet in the returns that have been
prepared in connection with the water
scheme. Then the hon. member went on
to refer to the expenditure on the gold-
fields, mentioning even the School of
Mines; but he carefully omitted, like
others who quote the same set of figures,
the total revenue derived from ihe gold-
fields; he carefully failed to go into any
of the fignres concerming the revenue,
Now, what would be thought of any gold-
fields member, if any goldfields member
would do such a thing—and I do not be-
lieve any goldfields member in this House
ov in the ofher House would do such a
thing—supposing he were to come along
and take the losses on the agrienltural
railways and tot them up and take the
total for a great many years and use it
as an argnment that the agricultural in-
dustry was a pampered industry. Every-
thing that has been done for the agrieunl-
turat industry has received the warm and
cordial support of the goldfields members,
and any loss on the agricaltural railways
they recognise has been paid back to the
State many times over, just in the same
way as the trifling loss on the goldfields
services has come back to the State
direetly and indireetly ten and twenly
times over. For every pound spent on
the goldfields the revenue has gained
probably twenty pounds in veturn. But
it is not only the unfairness of making
comparisons of that kind, one-sided com-
parisons, and not giving the other side;
but when a gentleman comes forward and
quotes figures, the least that might be ex-
pected of him is that his figures should be
correct and not grossly exaggerated.
What ean be thonght of a member
of 1{his Honse who does that sort of
thing? Yesterday Mr. Moss in speaking
about the mining indusiry said that the
amount from the Mining Development
Yote was £50,000 a year. I interjecied,
“How much was it for last vear?” He
said, “T will give you the figures later on.”
Mr. Moss never gave the figures later on,
but T will give them now, T will tell what
the amount from the Mining Development

[COUNCIL.]

Vote was. There was never half of
£50,000 spent in one vear from the Minine
Development Vote; there was never oun-
third of £50,000 spent in one year on ke
Mining Development Vote. What ave the
figures for last year? T have them for the
various years. the figures I asked him for
when he said the Mining Developmen(
Vote was £30,000. What are the actual
facts concerning the Mining Development
Veote? The hon. member ean get them
from the Mines Report if he eares to read
them,

Hon. W, Kingsmill: There is a bit of
the hen-stealer about you also.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I do not know
what the hon. member is referving to. T
took the figures from the official reports
of the Department of Mines; and if the
hon. member says that these reports are
not eorrect, all T ean say is that I leave it
to the members of the House to say
whether or not the repert of the officials
is correct, or whether or not Mr. Kings-
mill is correet. I have the fizures. So
appalled was I by a statement of this
lkind that T went to the Mines Department
in order to make sure of the case; and I
said, “I want you to give me everything
that you have of the expenditure from
the Mining Development Vote”; and I
got fizures from them in order io
check my own. I found their figures
to absolutely coincide with my own
figures, although I did not mention
to the Mines Department what my
own figures were. I simply told them
I wanted every single penny spent from
that vote for the last ten years, and I have
the fizures now. T asked Mr. Moss, when
he said the expenditure was £50,000 a
vear, what the figures were for last year,
and he said, “I will give them later on.”
He never did. I wili give them now. Last
year, what was the total spent out of this
vote? Mvr. Moss was very careful not to
say the Mining Development Vote is also
responsible for receipts which consider-
ably reduce the expenditure. T have the
figures of the receipts here to show ex-
actly what the Mining Development Vote
costs the State annually. What is this
wonderful song Mr. Moss made about the
£50,000 a year? Duwing last year from
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loan and revenne the amount expended
under the Mining Development Aet was
£9,677 3s. 9d. and the receipts were £2,123.
When we dednet the receipts from the
expenditure the sun of £7,55¢ is left as
net expenditure ineurred. Yet that is
what Mr, Moss deseribes as £50,000.

Hon. M. L. Moss: That is exactly what
Mr. Moss bas not alluded to.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : Mr. Moss is re-
ported to-day in the West Australian as
saying exactly what he did say. He said,
“£50,000 a year out of the Mines Develop-
ment Vote,”

Hon. M. L. Moss: No; for mines de-
velopment, but not under that Act.

Houn. J. W, KIRWAN: Mr. Moss may
talle till he is black in the face.

Hon. M. L. Moss: T rise to make a per-
sonal explanation. The bon. member must
not misrepresent me. There is a great
difference between expenditure under the
Mining Development Act and moneys ex-
pended for the purpose of mines develop-
ment, and the hon. member knows it.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: When the ex-
teuditure from mines development is
spoken of no one ever snggests that it
should be other than expendifure under
the Mining Development Aet. Mr. Moss
may say what he likes, but that was the
elear and distinet meaning of what he
said, and I wish to make that position
absolutely clear. Mr. Moss is not a man
who is in the habit of being obscure with
regard to his remarks. Every member of
the House, whenever mines develop-
ment is referred to, invariably means the
Miving Development Act. When I went
into the Mines Department to cheeck my
own figures I asked them what the fignres
under mines development were, and they
gave me fhese,

Hon M.1.Moss: You are quibbling now.

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: There is no
quibbling about it, but I say that to say
£50,000 a year is spent oul of mines
-developmenl—putiing it that way is
misrepresenting the facts of the
case. The fizures I give are the
totals spent on mines development. There
is po doubt about that peint whatever,
and Mr. Moss knows it, and be is trying
to wriggle out of it. I have the fignres
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for the last ten vears, and so important
are they that 1 venture to read them—In
1901-2, £2,324; 1902-3, £13,643; 1903-4,
£14,335; 1904-5, £13,807; 1905-6, £18,377;
1006-7, £24,152; 1907-8, £14908; 1908-9,
£14,862; 1909-10, £0,016, and 1910-11,
£0.677. What I would ask Mr. Moss is
this. When he comes to the House with
his great powers of elogquence and his
great powers of speech, his choice of dic-
tion and argumentative ability that ought
to be enough, and he ought to be eertain
of what he presents to the House as facts.
One hon. member made a pertinent inter-
jeetion yesterday when Mr. Moss was
talking abont the mining industry. He
said the hon, member did not know what
he was talking about, and the figures from
the Mines Department and the official re-
port of the department show that this
is so. Before I conclude T would like
te simply refer to the different rvelation-
ship that exists between political par-
ties in both Houses of Parliament. The
difference that has avisen in this State
where one party lhas an overwhelming
majorily, and wbere the ideals of
that party are not in accordanee with
the ideals of a majority in another Cham-
ber is somewhat akin to what existed in
the Imperial Parliament. T would remind
bon. members what was done by a very
exalted personage in the old country under
somewhat similar eircumstances in a
speech that was delivered by Lord Haldane
in Edinburgh. Ie revealed what actually
took place when the King was approached
by the Prime Minister who wanted to
know what would happen in the event of
the Commons being refurned by a major-
ity pledged to the Veto Bill. The King said
“T will abide by the will of the people.”
That statement of His Majesty shows that
he was prepared to accept the will of the
people as expressed through the medium
of the eleclions to the Touse of Com-
mons, The majority of the Liberal party
in the House of Commons was not a very
great ove; in a House of 660 members
the majority being a little over 100.
Hon. Sir J. W. Haekett : It was 123,
Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : Yes, 125
That was the majority and it was noth-
ing approaching the majority thal exists



146

to-day in the Legislative Assembly. Yet
the King said “I will accept the will of
the people”

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackelt: Not quite
that, accept the advice of his Ministers.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN : I ain quoting
from the hon. member’s own newspaper or
the cablegrams that were senf out and I
was very careful on the point.  The
King =aid he would accept the will of the
people.

on. Sir J. W. Hacketl:
not what was said in London.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : If the hon.
member will look up the cablegrams of
that particular time he will see that that
was what was cabled out. When the
King himsgelf and the House of Lords ae-
cepted the verdiet of the people as ex-
pressed at o general election I am quite
sure that this Chamber will accept also
the verdiet of another place as regards
general principies. Of course this Cham-
ber may possibly, in matters of detail, oe-
easionally differ, but where general prin-
ciples are c¢oncerned the people have
spolken af the last general elections and
I am confident that ihis Chamber, which
prides itself on being a non-party House,
will show that it is a non-party House in
the true and real sense of the term.

Hon. J. A. DOLAND (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : In addressing myself to the
question hefore the Chair T would like at
this stage to thank members for their
congratulations in reference to my sue-
cess during the recent by-elections, and
also for Mr. Davis. We appreciate very
mueh those references, and ean only hope
that the kindly feeling will prevail
throughout the ilime we shall sit here
and that we shall be able to get on fo-
gether. There is one thing that stmck
me as peculiar during the time I have
been sitting here, and it is the constant
veference by members to the fact that
this House is 1 non-party Chamber, and it
appears to me to be somewbat of an
anomaly. Particularly so is that to wme,
hecause just recently having been re-
turned to this House on the particular
issue as to whether this House assumed a
party attitude or not, I am somewhat of

opinion that party polities must prevail

That is

[COUNCIL.]

to some extent. Again we have members:
in this Chamber, Mr. Moss for instance,.
with a very strong personality, and very
firm politieal convietions, and I am
afraid he would not Iike to siuk his
own personality or sel aside his politi-
cal conviclions when dealing with
measures that come before this Cham-
ber, T (hink it should bz distinetly
understood that Mr, Davis and myself
have eome into the House absolutely
pledged to a political party who now have
the reins in another place, and as I have
said before we Lhave come into the Cham-
ber on an election in which the issue was.
whether this House adopts a party atti-
tude, and amongst other things, wheiher
the franchise of this Chamber shonld be
reduced in order to give a wider expres-
gion of opinion lo the people. If this
Chamber is a non-party Chamber it is only
reasonable to expect that members wounld
reduce the franchise so that that wider
expression of opinion would prevail, and
the acensation would not be thrown at the
Chamber that the restricted franchise only
admitted one section of the people. That
is a phase that has appealed to me, and I
am somewhat of the opinion that members
here cannol sink their political differences
because they ave sitting in this particular
Chamber. In eoming to the Speech ilself,
exceplion has been taken by some mew-
bers to sonie of the measures contained in
the Speech, and exception has also been
taken hecause of some omissions from that
Speech. To those who object to the mea-
sures or proposals that are not included
in the Speech I would say tlis, thal we
know the Government do not intend to
have a long session, consequenlly it would
be useless to put into the Speech matters
which would have no chanee of heing
deslt with this session, and perhaps dur-
ing the next session, therefore they were
not overlooked in the Governor's Speech
in that regard. Those questions contained
in the Governor’s Speech can be given
the fullest consideration to by members of
this Chamber, Contained in the Speech
are many proposals, and to every one of
them I give my whole soul support. One

proposal that appeals to me partiealarly
is that dealing with the establishment of
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nomes for the people, and wrapt up in
this question is, T think, a solution of
what we have been looking for, the high
cost of living that ohtains. 14 was in-
teresting to notice the process of reason-
ing that Mr. Moss adopted in conmection
with the high cost of living. He has said
that it is owing o the increase in wages
that the cost of living has gone up. I
think that is altogether a wrong founda-
tion on which to argue. We know full
well—sensible people mast know this—
that in ovder to meel increased demands
workmen must have increased wages, and
Mr. Moss—I think he has studied the
guestion and is fully conversant with it—
must recognise that other factors are at
work besides working men in a particular
industry, that go for making the high
cost of living, Tror instance Mr. Moss
referred to the Federal referendums
which were submitted to the people in
last April, and assured members that he
was opposed to them. Tf Mr. Moss was
desirous of reducing the cost of living to
the people in-the State he should have
taken a stand to see that the referendums
were given effect to. As a State he may
argue i(hat we are robbing this Parlia-
ment of certain powers, hut sHll there
were wrapt up in the question the ex-
istence of industries this State cannot deal
with. I have only to instance the sugar
combine that operates over the whole of
Australia. It was impossible for any one
partieular State to denl with a combine or
monopoly of this nature. Had the Fed-
eral Government heen given the power on
April 26th to deal with this partienlar
monopoly then one phase of the high cost
of living wonld have disappeared. The
only way to have dealt with the sugar in-
dustry was to have given to the Federal
Parliament power to nationalise this mon-
opoly if they desired and there was the
solution of the trouble. There are of
course other industries that have the same
effect on the life of Australia as the sugar
combine. and Mr. Moss in opposing the
referendums has shown no desire to solve
the problem of the high cost of Yving.
I contend that in this measure for estab-
lishing homes for the people we have a

basis whereby we ean bring about a re-
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duection of the cost of living to the people.
We know full well in many instances the
landlord has been responsible for a very
large inerease In the cost of living, and
if the Government give fo the people an
opportunity of becoming their own land-
lords this phase of the difficulty will dis-
appear.

Hon. M. L. Moss: You may take this
for granted, that anyone who puts his
money into resideniial property can only
get 4 per cent. on it.

Hon. J. A. DOLAND: That is a query.
I will relate one instance, I myself have
been paying rent at the rate of 12s, 6d.
per week for the last 12 months, in fact
for a period of four years that was Lhe
rent, During the last six months that
rent has risen to 17s. 6d. and is still
gzoing up. Do you mean to tell me that
the profits are only 4 per ceni.? Here it
is inereasing beyond all reason. That is
the position. Landlords ave only human
beings and when the demand for houses
increnses they take advantage of it all

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett: Wonld you
make it freeheld or leasehold?

Hon. J. A. DOLAND: Where the Gov-
ernment ave providing the land for the
people I think that they should retain the
ownership of it. It is the policy of the
party that, where they provide homes for
the people and provide the land as well
as the home, they should retaiu the owner-
ship of the land. There is another pro-
posal eontained in the Speech to which
some gxeeption has been taken, and that is
the proposed establishment of a works
committee in Parliament. I think that
it would be a wise step, and I do not see
any of the dangers surrounding it that
some members seem to see. We have this
advantage in a commitiee appointed by
Parliament, that in reporting on any pro-
posed work there will be not only a major-
ity report from that committee, hut also
a minorvitly report. If the eommittee were
not unanimous in regard to a work the
minority would have an opportunity of
submitting a report, and Parliament
would thus have the two sides to the ques-
tion. I understand that the present ad-
visory board take action only when the
Government direct them fo do so.
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Hon. M. L. Moss: 1 do not think that
18 0. .

Hon. J. A, DOLAND: Be that as 1
may, we should bave the opportunity in
conneciion with ihese works of listening
1o & minority report as well as a majority
report from a properly constituted par-
liamentary committee. Lf on that ground
alone, 1 think it would be advisable to
establish this commitiee. Some excep-
tion has been taken to the action of the
Government in regard to the publie ser-
viee in the direction of granting full pol-
itieal rights io the eivil servants. I do
not think any great exceplion can be taken
to this. Every citizen shouid have as
wide a svope for the expression of his
opinion as can possibly be given. Therve
is no eomp:arison bebween the employees of
the Siale and the people employed in
a private eapaeity; totnlly different sets
of ecireumslances govern the two. The
eivil servant at the present time has not
the full privileges that he should enjoy,
aud i¥ we pride ovrselves on being a demo-
cratie eommunity, giving the widest pos-
sible mrivileges to every citizen, why not
let us take fhis opportuntty of extending
this privilege to the huge body of publie
servants? Some doubt has heen ex-
pressed hy nemhers as ic the attitude
which the Government will adopt in re-
ference ta their land policy, but, as Mr.
Kirwan has pointed out, the people have
adopted this poliey. and on general prin-
eiples I think this House should agree with
a poliey whieh the people have accepted.
The land poliey was made an issue at the
recent ceneral elections and it was an
issue also at the elections of Mr. Davis
and myself, and that policy was adopted
overwhelmingly by the neople. The broad
prineiple was aceepted hy the electors,
and. as to the fear raised hy some mem-
hers of the nossibility of insecurily of ten-
are, and of those having leaseholds not
heing able to horrow monev, T should say
we should endeavonr to keen the lands
free from the clutehes of financial institu-
tions and money lenders, Tnder a lense-
hold system we would be doing more to
keep the Jands out of the hands of these
people than by taking money from the
seleetors in the earlv stages of develap-
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ment, as we do under the preseni system
of alienation. Mr. Cullen has referred to
ibe reduction ot the salaries of Ministers,
and, like other members, 1 think it is a
quesltion of which tire Ministers themselves
should be the best judges. As a matter of
faet, 1 understand that the previous Gov-
ernment were pledged to the people to
reduce their salaries, but, instead of fak-
ing that step tlie salaries were increased.
1 do not think that any objection ean be
taken to this proposed reduetion, and if
the Ministers themselves desire it this
House should abide by their judgment. In
regard to Immigration, some members
seem to be doubiful as to the attitude of
the Government, hut I would like to assure
them that the Covernment are just as keen
on populating the State as any otber
party. 1 lave only to refer them to the
altitnde of the Federal Government, who
have a desire to see the whole of Austra-
lia populated, and who are inereasing the
federal vote for that purpose this year.
In the case of our own State Govern-
ment members will find that they need
have no fear about the attitnde that will
bhe adopted on that question. Mr. Con-
nolly has referved to the opposition that
was shown by active followers of the Gov-
ernment now in power to the poliey that
previously obtnined under the preceding
Government. So far as Mr. MeCallum’s
attitude is concerned, T think his protest
was a timely one and that his letter was
quite warranted, for I. as an em-
ployer in the State, know that at that
time, when there was a disposition on the
part of the Governmeni to import arti-
sans, on the plen that there was a seareity
of them, there was no difficnlty in my par-
tienlar trade in finding plenty of workers,
The same state of affairs obtained
throughont all the trades and industries.
The hon. member referred to figures oh-
tained from the Lahour Bureau, and it is
interesting to take note of the manner in
which vaeancies ave filled throngh the
lahour bnrean. T the hnrean sends a
man to do arn hour’s gardening that iz
conzidered an enragement of a permanent
character. and. of conrse, it dnes not take
many of these eneagements tn swell the
list= of men en=aged. But encarements
of that kind are not a frue indiention of
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the slabilily of industry ov the necessity
for artisans and other labour in the metro-
politan  area, The bnrean also issues
tickets monthly, snd it is the duty of an
applicant io present his ticket every time
he appears at the bureau; on his failure
to produce his ticket it is taken fer
granted that he has secured an engage-
ment elsewhere. The folly of that system
is that a man may go continuously io the
burean for a peried of two or three weeks
without seenring any employment, and at

“the end of that time may decide that he

will not bather with the burean any more;
but his failmee to retwm his ticket is taken
as an indication of his having obtained
employment. In this way the records of
the bureaw are not a true indication of
the state of the labour market,

Hon. M. I.. Moss: Is there any diffi-
culty in gettinz employment?

Hon, J. A, DOLAND: Undoubtedly.
On one oresaion an adverfisement was in-
serted for a few labourers for sewerage
work., and bundreds of men applied.

Hon. M. L. Moss: There is no nnem-
ployed diffienlty here.

Hon. J. A. DOLAND: Nof in the sense
that perhaps the hon. member would like
to see it, but the faet remains that there
is alwavs o eertain number of unem-

ployed.
Member: Avound the City?
Yon. T A, DOLAND: Yes, and in

some places in the country, where the work
that is fo be had is for sueh low wages
that men will not take it. We come again
to the skilled artisans, and it is in this
connection that objection was taken fo the
poliey of immigralion under the last Gov-
ernment hy eertain men connecfed with
the Tabour party outside of Parliament.
In the skilled trades theie is no difficuliy
in securing labour, In the iron moulding
mdustry we had 10 or 12 men take their
depariure from the State at the very time
when the late Government were erying out
for-the importation of artisnns. These
men had to leave Western Australia he-
cause they could not get employment here.

Member: Were they not out on strike?

Hon. J. A. DOLAND: No. they were
not: they conld not get employment in
the State. Then again the society of en-
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gineers paid the fare of eight men to the
Bastern States, and these men were as-
sisted immigrants, 50 that we had not only
to give them assisted fares from England
to Australia, but we had to pay their fares
out of the Btate again.

Hon. €. Somners: Good eleefioneering
tacties.

Hon. J. A. DOLAND: They were no
more clectioneering tacties than the hon.
member himself would adopt when deal-
ing with absolute facts, I am only quol-
ing these faects in answer to Mr. Con-
nolly’s attack on Mr. MeCallam, Tle let-
ter which Mr. MeCallum sent to the Bng-
lish Press was written beeause adverlise-
ments were being publisked in the old
country calling for artisans in industries
which had uwe vacancies whatever.

Hon. 8, 7. Moss: It was the most
patriotic produetion thal ever emauated
from the pen of any man in this country.

Hon. J. A. DOLAND: Whether or
not Mr. Moss thinks the letter was patri-
otie, the facl remains that the party which
Mr. MeCallnm was following was retnrned
by an overwhelming majority, and the
only two eleclions for this Chamber since
that time have also resuolted in the vetwin
of memhers of that party., That is saoffi-
cient evidence of whether the people eon-
siderthat [hat letler was patriotie.

Sitting suspended from .15 to 7.30 pam.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Tn common with some of the other
members T desire to offer my congratula-
tions o the two new members, Messrs.
Davis and Doland, who have been veturned
since we last met. 1t is nol my intention
to sny much this evening as I take it the
responsible Minister, Mr. Drew, will re-
ply io some of the eritieisms which have
heen offered. There are just one or two
maliters whieh I would like {o say a few
words npon, A good deal has been said
by Mr. Doland in referenee to the non-
party aftitude of the members of this
Honse. Wlhile it may be sntd it is a non-
party House, I think the remarks of those
speakers who have prineipally dwelt on
that aspect go lo show (hat if we are not
a non-parly ITouse we ave at least a pro-
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perty House, for almost the whole of the
remarks of the speakers who dealt with
that aspeet of the question were devoted
with reference to property and property
alone. This is perhaps with the excep-
tion of Mr. Moss who dwelt at length on
the guestion of arbitration, and that is
just one matier wiich I wish to say a few
words upon. DMr. Moss stated that the
Act bad been a failure, and he implied be-
canse the Act had not done all that it was
intended to do it would be just as well {0
wipe it off the statute book. The Act has
been in existenee for ten years, and I for
one, as well as many others have been
dissatisfled with #, but T do not think
that anyone eau say thal the Aet has not
been responsible for doing a certain am-
ount of good; tn fact, T think it has done
a vast amount of good. From the posi-
tion I have held in connection wilh labour
organisations I can say that if it had not
been for the Arbitration Aet or even for
the shadow of that Act we would never
have had brought about some of those
agreements whielh exist in the industrial
world in this counfry. At Kalgoorlie dur-
ing the past ten or eleven vears we have
not had anything in the natnre of a ser-
ious strike. There have been one or two
strikes in connection with non-ecrganised
labour, but nothing of any magnitude has
happeuned in connection with organised
labour, and if it had not been for the Ar-
bitrafion Aect and the knowledge that there
was something else behind us, and the em-
ployer knew that also, possibly those
agreements to whieh T have referred would
never have been made. Members should
be particularly careful in dealing with o
matfer of this kind. The judges have
drawn attention to the necessity for some
amendment being made to the Arbitration
Act, but the late Government never saw
fit to bring about any of those amend-
ments although they were in office for six
years. I think when anyone in the posi-
tion of a Judge of the Arbitration Court
and the other two members sitting on it,
draw attention from time to time to the
need of amendments being made, some-
thing should be done in ovder to bring
about those amendments, The Bill whieh

the present Government propose to in-

[COUNCIL.)

troduce will be a short one and it will
deal stmply with ove or two anomalies to
make the Act effective during the next 12
months, and next session a more compre-
hengive measure will be introduced. Tt
may be news to some honourable members
to kuow that it is almost impossible for
the miners in Kalgoorlie at the present
time to take a case before the Arbitration
Court for the simple reason that they ean-
not get their members together in suffi-
cienl pumbers to carry a resolution fo.
take thaf case to the Court. A little while
ago the timber industry was held up for
three days in order to get the engine-
drivers together so that a case might be
cited before the Arbitration Court. There
is therefore the necessity to bring about an
alteration at the earliest possible moment.
There are one or two other matters also
in cohnection with this Aet and I desire
to say that they will be dealt with, and
one of these is in connection with disputes
and what constitutes a dispute. 1 would
earnestly ask honourable members whe
may he here when the measure is being
brought forward not to look at it in the
lizht in which Mr. Moss seemed to imply.
I do net know of any Act of Parliament
which has done all that we expected it
to do. We wight say ithat the Licensing
Agt, becanse it does not deal with every-
thing we desire it should deal with, should
be wiped off the statute book. I hope
when the measure comes before the Honse
we shall deal with it fairly and squarely.
I desire to make a few remarks also on
the land question and I will say that in
spite of all that has been said as fo the
seriousness of the new regulations and
what is going to take place, and what
harm is going to be done to the country,
the fact seems to be forgotten that the
land policy of the Government has been
adopied by a large majority of the people
in Western Australia, and although Mr.
Piesse said that there was a good deal
of unrest in ten agricultural districts,
T think that the retmrn of Mr. Bath aml
the close coniests at Northam and al
Nelson go to show that the peeple of the
agricultural eonstituencies realise what the

policy of the Labour party is in refard
to land settlement. I do not think thal
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the Government will withdraw any of the
vegulations until it has been proved that
they are detrimental {o the interests of
the counlry. Mr. Cullen drew a very
pathetie picture of the poor man who de-
sired to have his home and freehold, but
what does it embrace. How many of
those men to whom Mr. Cullen referred

in any part of the world have beautiiul’

homes and private property. There 1s
only one country in the world where there
is any show whatever in the way M.
Cullen has indicated and that is France.
Three-fourths of the land in the Eastern
States is held by a few people and it
would be interesting to gek a returv of
the numbers who hold land in Western
Australia, and if it is possible to sceure
those partienlars I take it some member
in the near future will do so. It is all
very well to bring along the sentimental
aspect of this question, but so far as the
men at the bottom are concerned—and
they represeni the greatest number—tlere
are very few indeed who hold any land
upon which they ean build a home. I€
there is anything the Government can do
to alter that state of affairs il will be done,
and I believe the regulation which M.
Bath has introduced will tend to bring
about some alteration in that staie of
affairs, Sir Edward Wittenoom deslt
with the matter from a commercial aspect,
as also did Mr, Sommers, and the former
stated that the banks and financial insti-
tutions would not take the rvisk of ad-
vancing money upon leasehold land. IE
the banks will not do this, the Agricultural
Bank, which at the present time advances
up to £750, can be liberalised so as to
enable it to increase its ndvancez. T have
some experience in eonnection with land
and I am not speaking here as a nevice.
For some years I happened o be in close
touch with farmers in South Australia in
the capacity of a wheat buyer, and T know
what the land shark is capable of, and
T hope that anything we can do to amend
such a state of affairs similar to thai ex-
isting in South Australia, we shall de it,
For instance, the Pinneroo land in Saulh
Australia which was opened up some time
ago was taken up almost wholly by specu-
lators in King William Street, and the
Government took precisely the samg stand

151

that Mr, Bath has taken now, and it will
be found that as time goes on, perkaps
more stringent measures may have to be
adopted in regard to the watter. It
is better for us to do something to pre-
vent the non-alienation of Crown lands
than to see them alienated, and then some
years afterwards bave fo purchase them
at a higher figure, siruply Dbecause the
money spent in the State has put an in-
creased value on the Jand. T am not going
to say any more except that with the
rest of the Government I believe that we
have a State whieh is capable of earry-
ing, as one member of the Legislative
Council stated, miilions of people, I can-
not see anything to prevent the Stale
carrying these millions. We have vast re-
sources and no one can lell me that we
are not going to have more discoveries in
connection with mining, and that mueh
of this land which has been looked upon
as useless will be made useful by seienlifie
discoveries. Moveover, anything that the:
Government can do fo bring aboul mors
population by legitimate means will he
done. Many of the points raised by My.
Doland with vegard to immigration are
absolutely true. He stated thal mon were:
being brought here—rightly or wrongly I
do not know—but that they were being
brought here by false pretences. I met
men in IKalgoorlie who had come liere
to work as gardeners and taiim labourers.
and immediately they landed ia (he State
they proceeded to the goldfields. One
man who was a ftter, deseribed himself in
Eng[and as & gardener sc as fo get an
assisted passage. I drew ailention to that
msgtance last session and I consider that
every care shonld be takez in Enpland
to see that the men who come out here
are of the riglt sort and thal they shonld
not come out simply (o swell the ranks of
the unemployed. T do not think that the
Government -will do anylhing to slop im-
migration of the right class of people;,.
at the same {ime, spealing  personally,
I"trust nothing will be done io swell the
number 3f unemployed by hringing out
a lot of artisans for whem there is no
work to be found,

Hon. F. DAVIS (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban): It was not my wnlention origin-
ally to speak at s¢ early a stage in the
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debate, but after jistening to the interest-
ing speeches made by previons speakers
I feel compelled to add wy quota to the
discussion. In the first place T wish fo
thank you, Mr, President, for the cordial
welcome you gave me, and {o thank hon.
members for the warmth of 1he receplion
they accorded to me as a neweconier, [t
helps one to feel that the members of
the Chamber are not altogether adverse
to his coming, Prior {0 my election T
had a pre-conceived idea of the character
of the House, and it occurred to me that
a new member coming to this Chamber
might possibly by a slight efforl of ima-
gination arrive at the conclusion that he
had strayed into an old world Arcadia
where the inhabitants, blissfully uncon-
scions of the strain and riress of the ont-
side world, were living a life of simple
pleasure, and where harmony snd peace
ran free. But I find that there is thrust
and guard, aliack and repartee, and it
makes one feel more familiar with
the surroundings when he finds thal {here
can be a certain amount of heat and
warmth infused into the debales. One
feature which struck me in lisiening to
the debate was that almost every one of
the speakers claimed thai this in a non-
party Chamber; but I also noticed that
almost in every case fhe speakers went
on to eritieise adversely the mujority of
the mensures submitted by the Govern-
ment for eonsideration. It served to sug-
gest that, afler all, this is a party Clam-
her.

Hon, M. I. Moss: We have done the
same thing with previous Governments in
exactly the same way. ‘

Hon. F. DAVIS: Perhaps so. At any
rate it seems Lo me that it is almost
impossible for a member te dissecciate
himself from hig social surroundings, to
remove from his personality every trace
of bias or feeling which il would be
necessary for him to do Lo be absolutely
impartial in dealing with measures. Be-
eause every man has a trend to one side
or the other; his training, his social en-
vironment, all things that have helped
to mould and make him the man he is,
tend to give him a hias one way or the
other, and it seems to me te be impos-
sible for a man to be sp absolutely im-
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partial as to be able to say that he is a
just member of a mnon-party Chamber.
For that reason I cannot aceept the con-
tention that this is a Chamber of that
character, At any rate, speaking per-
sonally, during the eleetion campaign,
there was no uncertain sound as io my
views on the guestion. I was elected as
a party man unquestionably. From start
to finish T advocated the principles whicl
are eommonly ealled the platform of the
Labour party. Yet in face of that faet
the electors though fit to elect me as
one of their representatives, and on that
ground I contend that I am here as a
party member. It has been my wisfor-
tune during life to lLiave passed through
more vicissitudes than, probably, have
fallen to most men, at any rate of my
age, and it has had the effect of making
me view questions from a broader stand-
point than would otherwise have been
the ease. As an emplovee for years, and
as an employer of labour, T have had
both sides of the question presented to
my mind, and 1 trast that the whole
time T am here I shall ever be found
willing to take a broad view, to look at
every question carefully when dealing
with it, and to exercise the best judg-
ment it is possible for me to do. Af
the same time [ cannot dissociate myself
from the party to which I belong, and
I think every member here musi be af-
fected by the party to which his natural
thoughts trend, and among the members
of which he has passed his life. Even
if it has oot been so in the past this
Tlouse musi inevitably becowe in thke
future more than ever a party House, I
do not mean that only party feelings
should actuate myself or other members
of the Chamber. 1n the best interests of
the State it is the duty of every mem-
ber fo give the utmost consideration and
the most calm and deliberative thought
to every question that comes before us.
One of the subjecis referred to during
the debate was that of the Arbitration
Act,  In speaking of this measure My
Moss, in effect, gave as his opinion Lhat
it had been a failure. It is quite pos-
sible that the Act may not have done all
that was expected of it. T suppose no
creation of man yet was absolutely per-
fect. Yet I cannot for the life of me
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see why it should be contended that the
Arbitration Act has been a failuze. The
whole of the miners on the goldfields
come within ifs scope, and duting the
last ten years there has been no sfrife
amongst organised miners on the fields,
In faet at least two-thirds of those em-
ployed in industrial oceupations in the
State come within the seope of the Aeci,
and, having regard to the relatively
peaceful period we have enjoyed during
the last ten years of industrial history,
those of us who had knowledge of the
State before the advent of the Arbitra-
tion Act, who know of the calamitous
strike by which the whole of the rail-
ways of the State were hung wp, will
rvealise that the Act has not been a fail-
ure. Probahly there are defeets in the
Aet. T know of many myself. Tt counld
he amended with great profit to the
people of the Siafe, but if we had not the
Aet on the statute book the State of
Western Austrzalia would not be in nearly
so good a condition as 1t is at the pre-
sent moment,

Hon. M. I.. Moss: It has not stopped
sirikes.

Hon. F, DAVIS: Mr. Moss also stated
fhat the Act ouly deait with one section,
the employers, o rather that the penal-
ties could only be enforced against onc
class. Tet me eall his attention to See-
tion 88, which states that the court may
determine whal iz a breach of an award,
and fix a penaly not exceeding £500.

Hon. M. L. Moss: That is only against
employers,

Hon. F. DAVIS: 1 grant ihat. Section
92 states that property belonging to a
Judgment debtor—in the ecase of a union
all properly held by frustees—may be dis-
posed of towards salisfaction of the jude-
ment debt, and that if the amount raised
by that means is nol sufficient the union
members are responsible for the deficiency
to the amount of not more than £10 each.

Hon. M. L. Moss: That does not apply
Lo penalising strikers.

Hon. F. DAVIS: That is for a breach
of the award, and. I take it, a striker
comes into the same category.

Hon. M. L. Moss: You cannot get at
the union, but only at the individual.
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Hon. F. DAVIS: Not long ago the
present Minister for Works, Mr. John-
son, was fined a considerable sum for
having incited a breach of the award in
connection with the tramway strike;
therefore it is possible to deal with em-
bloyees as well as employers in connec-
tion with strikes.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Virtually it is noi.

Hoan, F. DAVIS: Other instances eonld
be cited if time permitted, proving that
it ean be made to apply to employees
ag well as employers. The first evening
T was here I was particularly impressed
when listening to Mrv. Cullen desling
with (he liomes for the people pre-
posal.  He wpoke with n great deal
of feeling and pathos of the sanctity of
home, and perhaps 1 appreciated his re-
marks more than others would have done
beeause, unfortunately, I have had very
littla of home life. At the same time [
camiot fail to recognise that the picture
drawn by the hon. member was ideal
rather than correci; because, unfortun-
ately for Australia, not one-third of the
people awn any properiy at all, and there-
fore have no homes and cannot be said to
enjoy them 1o the extent which Mr,
Cullen said would obtain if the majority
of people had homes of their own. The
hon, member also expressed fear that if
the freehold were not given in this con-
nection as a basis for the homes for the
people a great deal of their value would
be taken away. It is interesting to con-
trast his statement with that of Mr. Piesse
who, speaking last night, contended that
there was practically no difference be-
tween a lease in perpetunity and a freehold.
In making that contention he cut the
ground from under Mr, Cullen’s feet. In
this econnection I would like to refer to
one means of giving effect to the principle
of homes for the people. We are all
probably aware that Mr, Edison, the in-
ventor, bas invented a system of building
houses, dust, sound, and insect proof. at
a cost of a little less than half that which
obtains in eonnection with ordinary
honses. The houses are of a variety of
ornamental designs, and Mr. Edison has
stated most definitelv thaft he will not
dispose of his patent to any ecombins
or trust, hut that he and his heirs will
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retain it for the benefit of humanity at
large. I may say that the city of Mil-
waukee, in the United States, has already
applied for permission to use his patent,
and the request has been granfed. [
would suggest that our Government also
apply to Mr, Edison for permission to
use his patent. For the reason that the
cost of the working plant neeessary for
the erection of these houses is somewhere
in the vicinity of £5,000 it would be diffi-
eunlt for the average man to use it, al-
though of course this would be no deter-
renl in the ease of a Government pre-
pared to build a number of such houses.
T sincerely trust the Government will take
this matter into eonsideration befare they
actually make a start with the building of
iden] homes for the people, which T hope
will be in the very near future. I have
listened with a great deal of attention to
the remarks made with regard to the
rights of civil servanis. Sirong exeeplion
has Leen taken by many hon. members to
this particular idea. T fail to see that
there is any ground for alarm in this eon-
nection, and it appears somewhat strange
that nearly all the speakers shonld think
that if civil servants were granted full
political rights they would immediately
attack the administration of the partien-
lar department in which they were work-
ing. I wonld like to point ont that ad-
ministration is not the only thing a Gov-
-ernment does. There are broad prinei-
ples which have to he determined by
political parties and by Governments, and
I take it that ¢ivil servants who dealt
with broad prineiples only in exercising
their politieal rights would amply justify
the giving of those rights.

Hon. M. T.. Moss: Tt would be diffienlt
to know where to draw the line.

Hon. F. DAVIS: The good sense of
those to whom it was given wonld, in the
majority of cases, decide where fo draw
the line. At any rate I fail to see why.
hecanse a man is a civil servant, he should
be deprived of the same rights every man
has in this connection. T would remind
Mr. Mosz that. in eanneetion with the
Federal civil serviee, it alrendy ohfains.
they have full polifieal rights, and T have
-not heard of any ease where that rrivi-
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lege has been sbused or had any evil re-
sults, If it obtains in the Federal service
I fail to see why it should not obtain
with good resulis in the State serviee.
Mr., Plesse requested that some action
should be tiaken in connection with
erroneous impressions created in England
by the statements made in the text-books
used in the sehools. Undoubtedly il does
a good deal of harm to have these errors
ciremlated, but there 18 anolher side to
that subject 1o which I wonld call the
attention of the Minister. There is
equally reprehensible misrepresentation on
the part of immigration agents of the
States of Australia. Some of the most
peculiar stories have heen told by immigra-
tion agents, not only from this Stafe. but
from other States. There was a case re-
lated in a Queensland newspaper. A
Queensland agent in the old country lee-
turing in one of the lowns made the state-
ment that people did not need to eat
bread in Queensland becanse they had
the bread-fruit tvees, that the hvead
simply grew and all they had to do was
to take it and eat it. In fact this immi-
gration agent painted a most glowing
picture of the conditions in Queensland,
so much so that one of the audience at
the close of his remarks asked whether
there were any disadvantages in the State
of Queensland, to which the lecturer ve-
plied, “Yes, there are.” He was asked
what they were, and he said, “Tt is rather
warm there, and water is rather scaree.”
The Scotchman who had asked him the
question, said “Yes; well T have heard
the same thing said of another place down
helow. and T da not know whether il will
apply fo Queensland.” There are many
other instances of similarly gross and fal-
lneions statements in conneclion with the
States of Australia. and T think it wonld
be wise on the part of our Government to
avoid thes=a errars if possible. One clanse
of the Fdueation Report deals with con-
tinnation schools. T helieve the continna-
tion schools in Germany have heen of nn-
told henefit to the people, prossibly he.
cause thev have heen made compulsory.
TInfortunately in this State the eduncation
of the hows and girls practically finishes
at 14 when they leave school, thongh pro-
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hably from 12 to 18 years of age is the
most eritieal period in their lives, becanse
it is then ihat their characters are being
formed. Tf at the age of 14 the charac-
ter-moulding process stops short, the re-
=ulls are generally disastrous to the rising
egeneration; so that I trust Lthe Govern-
ment in their wisdom will see their way
clear to make continuation schools, either
in the evening or in tie day, compulsory
on all from 12 to 18 years of age. I be-
lieve it is that, and almost that alone, that
has enabled Germany to fake its place
right in the forefront of commercial eom-
munities. T trost the Government will
give consideration fo the matter beeanse,
after all, edueation is everything fo a
erowing State. People’ who would pro-
oress in the march of nations must he
highly skilled and highly educated. I
frust in future we shall attach far more
importance to education than we have
done in the past.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) ; I join in the cordial con-
aratulations  offered
the House and fo Mr. Dodd on attaining
their present posiiions, Both gentlemen
in their eareers in this House have shown
ns they are capable of taking broad-
minded views on all subjeets, no matter
whether these views are their own, or the
same as held by them. or econtrary to
their opinions. They have shown cour-
tesy in dealings with other members, and
that they are attentive to their duties ;
and T am cerfain that these qualifications
will stand them in good serviee in their
present positions. I will uphold their
authority and meet them in every possible
way. Unfortunately T was away when
the elections took place and this tremen-
dous vietory. or disaster, as it may be
viewed by different members of the com-
munity, took place : and I am unable to
analyse the causes of it. Whether it was
altogether dissatisfaction with the last
Government, or belief in the powers of
the present Government, I could not say,
or whether it was the swing of the pen-
dulnm, the old well-worn theory of the
swing of the pendulum—vhatever the
cause, the result was decisive. No doubt the

present Government have come here with

to the leader of-
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a large majority, a majority that is to he
respeefed ; and 1 hope they will do all
the country hopes ihey will de, and that
their energies may be put forward in the
best interests of Western Australia, as
I am sure ithey will be. I will cordially
support any measures hrought forward,
and partieularly any measures for the
welfare of the working man, provided of
course that no legal interests are pre-
judiced or confiscation exercised in bring-
g them forward. I have every reason
to believe the present Government in ail
their measures will recognise that energy,
enterprise and industry have to be res-
peeted. I have not analysed the figures
of the last election, but T helieve fhere
was a very large minority who, hy reason
of the election, are still unrepresented.
I draw attention te this because it will
he the case until we have, what I have
always advoeated, proportionate repre-
senfalion. The present system has been
brought forward with the idea of pre-
venting a member being returned by a
minority of his coustitwents. That result
was certainly brought about, but we still
have to bring about the system whereby
all lines of thonght in the community
are represented in proportion to the
strength of those holding those lines of
thought. I believe I have the advaniage
of being supported in these ideas by no
less o gentleman than the present Pre-
mier, and also I see on the agenda paper
for the next Labour congress that one of
the nunions has put down a proposal for
bringing forward propertional represen-
tation. T should like to see it brought
about. I offer my welecome to my two new
colleagues for the Metropolitan-Suburban
province. I have had the advantage of
hearing them speak to-night and I con-
gratulate them heartily on the quiet and
thoughtfu! manner in which they have
spoken, and on the excellent matter in
their speeches. We may not altogether
agree with what they say, but the fact
remains they will be an aeguisition to the
debating power of this House. 1 do not
altogether agree with one of the views
uttered by these gentlemen, that this
should be a party House. T am sorry to

hear them say that, beeause it will sar-
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prise a good many members of the House.
If this is to become a party House there
might just as well be an amalgamation of
the two Houses ; there would be abso-
lutely no need for the existence of the
present House. I guite understand the
views held by these two gentlemen, be-
cause they hold the view of the ultimate
abolition of this House ; but if they look

at the matter from a constitutional point-

of view, they will see that lo make this a
party Howse would be lo desiroy the idea
of the Constitution altogether. A party
House is one in which the two parties
range themselves on opposite sides to sup-
port steadily certain lines of poliey. Those
whe advecate that system for this
House forget that it might almost
tead to an absurdity. Suppose, fov
the sake of avgumeni, there wus a
majority for Labour in another place
and a majority for Tabour in this
House. It would simply lead to this being
a House of regislration. Again, if there
was a majority for Labour in the one
House and the majorily for another party
in the other fhere would be an absolute
deadlock. I go with my friends to this
extent, that members ecannot altogether
leave their pelitieal leanings on certain
questions ontside ilte Hlouse, No one asks
them to do so. Bul when they come into
the Upper House we ask them to consider
what are the functions of the TUpper
House. Ifs functions are to check hasty
legislation, and fo rvevise chiefly, and, of
course, in the event of its being considered
necessary, to give time for pause in order
that the country may express its views on
certain questions in which the two Houses
are at variance. If these are recognised
as the true functions of the Upper
House, then it goes without saying that
it cannot partake of the character of a
party House. I hope my friends will
recognise it is not the individual actions
of the members of the party T am eritieis-
ing, buit it is the organisation of that
parly. I am quite certain my two friends
are quite capable of. and are intent on
bringing to the consideration of their
duties in this House an absolute impar-
tiality and reasonable-mindedness; but we
must remember. if these gentlemen de-

(COUNCIL.]

clare they come here as representatives
of their party, what ilie constitution of
that party is. We must remember there is
a caucug, the decisions of a majority

of which are bound (o he observed
by all members of (he party. We
must  remember also that the plai-

form of the party is framed by trade
unions, and, as A, Mahon has said,
that the platform ean be added to, altered,
or varied by the same party, and that any
alteraiion is  equally binding upon all
members of the Parliamenlary Labour
party. If that be so, how can it
be possible for these iwo gentlemen lo
be bound by ecaucus and to revise what
they ure pledged {o support? That is
really what the position amounts to. And
it, they say, they cowme here belongiug to
a party and bound by the platform of
that party, then they ave utterly unable
fo revise or check Lhe legislation of
this parly  from another place; they
must eome here to  support if, I
submit their duly is either to their eoun-
iry or to their parly. Which are they Lo
place firsi? Surely they should place their
duty to iheir country first. It is not those
members, personally, I am eritieising, bul
only the organisation of the party to
whiely they belong, and whieh, I contend.
prevenis them from fulfilling properly
their <duty to the country. As I
have alrveady =aid, 1 wounld lLke to
see some atfempt made t{o introduee
electorn]l reform in the shape of
proportional vepresentation. The pres-
ent system showed itself successful
at the last eleetion. I helieve that a
laree proportion. up fo 73 pev cent. of
thase on the rolls, voled, and seeing that
the system was praetically a new one, the
informal votes were very few. As I had
some part in bringing that system into
exislence I am nalurally pleased wilh the
resull. In speaking of electoral reform
1 see thalt a suggestion has been made by
one of the unions fo penalise non-voters.
I qguite agree that that would very iikely
prove lo be an excellent provision. I also
see that Federal legislation is proposed to
be introduced providing for compulsory
enrolment. Hon. members may recollect
that I mentioned that point on the ocea-
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sion of my moving ibe Address-in-reply
lnst year. T think that would bave an
excellent effect. Compulsory enrolment,
of course, would go a leng way to indue-
ing people to voie. A man would then
take good care to exereise his franchise.
It has been said by some of the previous
speakers that n great many of the pro-
posed measures of the Government have
been adversely crilicised during the de-
hale, 1 beg to differ from that eonten-
tion. I think a large number of these
measares have been Favourably eriticised
during the debate. 1 would like to offer
my congratulations to the Government on
their intenlion to bring Fforward an
amendment of ihe local court proeedure.
Some wo years ago [ infroduced a
deputafion from the Perth and Fremantle
Cluunbers of Commerce to the then Af-
torney Geueral, Mr. Neenan, and asked
him for an amendment of the loeal courl
procedure.  Whether or not this is the
exact amendment suggested to him T am
not sure. boi T believe it was in the direc-
tion of simplifyving the proeedure in re-
covering debts, At the present time il
is very complicaled, and it 15 almost im-
possible for a liligant himself Lo earry it
throngh. He has to go to a debt collector
or a solicitor, and, speaking as a solicitor.
1 find it is not worth a solicitor’s while to
collect these small debls; so il would be
very mtuch hetter to simplify matiers in
order that the litiganis themselves would
be able to do their own work in that
respect. | should like to have seen some
attempt made (o amend the Mining Act
with a view {o protecling the public
against themselves in mining speeulation.
This Hullfineh boom, which unfortunately
a great many people of Western Australia
and elsewhere have suffered from, will I
think he said te have heen due to the
foolishness of the public themselves. RBui
T sngzest they should be protected against
(heir awn folly. You protee! a man prone
lo drink, s far as yon can, and I suggest
you musl also profeet a man against the
spiril of gambling.
Hon. M. L. Moss:
sugrest doing?

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: I admwit it is
a very large subjeet, but there are two

What would you

amendments I would suggest. One is
to see that on the flotation of companies
a reasonable amount is set aside for
working expenses. These gambling com-
panies are no good to anybody.

Houn. W. Kingsmiil: Lots of them are
not floated here.

Hon, D, G. GAWLER: But a large
number are floated here. Many of these
mines have heen floated in conneetion with
the Bullfineh boon:.

Hon, M. L. Moss: By ¥anghsh com-
panies,

Hen. D. G. GAWLER: Many of them
by South Auslralian eompanies,

Hou. M. L. Moss: At all evenis by epom-
panies ogutside of Western Ausiraiia,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: However, we
do not want o encourage such companies.
We want to encourage genuine develop-
ment, but not the man who gets the money
out of the public and then lels the public
fall.

Hon. M. L. Moss: How are you to stop
1692

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: It should he
stopped. Another very important point
15 that on the applicaiion of a certain
number of shareholders it should be pos-
sible toe get an independent report on a
raine. Thal is a snggestion which might
reasonably be taken up. The nnfortunate
shareholders when they get into a mine
know nothing at all about it or its value,
and {hey never can find out. If it were
posgible to compel a company to have
an independent valuation taken of a mine
it would prevent a large number of dis-
asters. With regard to the question of
leasehold or freehold, T must say that
from my experience of the agrienltural in-
dustry it wonld be a retrograde step to
refuse freeholds fo gennine farmers. to
men looking for land. T see no mention
of this measnre in the Speech. althongh it
was made a very important point at the
elections. Buf from my professional ex-
nerience, in nearly all eases we find the
working man is anxious fo met what he
ealls his “deeds.” e wants fo have land
he can enll his own. Von eannot divoree
the sentimental asneet from the lewal. and
there is much to be said for the sentiment
in a man who desires to be the owner of
his home. The hon. Mr, Dodd said the
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objection of the Government was that if
they allowed the alienation of land they
would in affer times have to buy it back.
Perhaps so, when they alienate large
tracts of land. It is unwise to alienate
larue tracte of land which subsequently
must be bonght back. But I take it the
hon. Mr. Dodd’s remarks do not apply
o the small farmer.

Hon. J. E. Dodd {Honorary Minister) :
You eannot prevenk the speculator get-
tiny hold of the small farmer.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: I agree ihat
the speculalor should be resiricied as far
as possihie; but in dealing with the speecu-
lator are you not likely to hurt the selee-
tov also? From the peoint of view of a
senuine owner I venture to say that
lnreely from a sentimental, if not from
the legal aspeect of it, these men would re-
fuse a leasehold as not, in their opinion,
giving them land as their own, and legally
speaking it does not give the land to them
as their own. You can never persuade
a man that a leasehold is his own.
Therefore 1 venture to hops that
the Government will not enrry ouf
their ideas in this respect.
ago I saw that Mr. Mahon had made a
suggestion to the Government that a man
desiring to take up land should be offered
either the leasehold or the freehold. This
is a reasonable proposition, although I
have not much doubt as fo whiech he
would take. Tt is very different from re-
fusing the settler his freehold. The Arbi-
tration and Coneiliation Aet has been
touched upon several times during the de-
hate. I think Mr. Moss declared that it
had been a failure from the point of view
that although it contained a provision
amainst strikes the Aet did net prevent
them, I am of the same opinion. Since
the Arhitration Aet eame into existence
ihere have been numbers of strikes, and
my own personal view is that it is be-
cause of the almost utter impossibility of
enforeing the provisions against individ-
nal ‘strikers. I believe the provisions in
that respect are that it is possible to fine
a man np to a eertain amount; then if he
does not pay. I helieve, distress ean fol-
low. and in default. imprisonment. Baut,
as Mr. Moss has =aid, it i5 impossible. or

A little time *

[COUNCIL.]

at least undesivable Lo bring up, say, 3,000
men before the court, fine them, and then
20 to the extent of imprisoning them in
defanit of distress. Awnother point is that
what is evervbody’s business is nobody's
business. It is not for the employver to
follow out Lhat provedure, bul for the offi-
cials of the epurt, and it means ilat the
procedure is never followed out. and tle
result is that the Aet is almost a dead
letter in (hat respeet. Tn recard to its
funelions T have always thought that the
Arbitration Court being a fixed body is
less useful that it it were appoinled
ad hee. as wages boards are.  The cowrt
is supposed to go all over the conntry
and to know all the details of every trade,
aidd the loval conditions of every place.
and T really believe that accounts, to a
very large extent, for the uncatisfactory
effect of u large number of awards given.
The {ribunal is of a partisan eharacter,
one arbiter representling one side and the
second one the other, while, in the majority
of cases, it is His Honour who decides.
Judging by the opinion of Mr. Knibbs, the
Commonwealth Statistician, the wages
boards operating in a number of the East-
ern Slates have been a great suecess, and
T (hink it is hecause they are appoinied
ad hoe and so are in a belfer position
in satisfactorily settle a dispute. T he-
lieve that my friend Mr. Dodd is a much
hetter authority on a question like that
than I am, and I wonld be glad to defer
to his opinion. 'When the Bill comes for-
ward T hope that he will give ns the bene-
fit of his opinion and tell us what he
thinks should be done. I do not propose
to detain the House any longer. T am
zlad to see that the session will not he a
long one and that the Government pro-
pose, instead of bringing in mueh legisla-
tion, to devote a large amount of their
time to admintstration. That is a move
in the right direction. Adminisiration is
much more essential, especially when a
new Government come into Jpower, than.
a heavy programme of legislation.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE {Scuth-West):
Allow me, with other hon. members to
congraiulate Mr. Drew on his assumption

- of office as leader of thiz Hotse and alse

to congratulate Mr. Dodd on lis appoint-~
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ment -as Honorary Minister. There has
been a lot said about the Council; some
say that it is not a party place aud some
elaim that it is and must be a party
House. I hope that such may not be the
case, and that although there may be ex-
pressions passed from one to another,
members will deal with each measere as it
comeas forward on its true merits, T feel
sure that when these measurc: ave dis-
cussed from all their bearings, the liberal
representatives and the labour represent-
atives will view the matters from a
national standpoeint gnd free from party
feelings, At the present fime I am not
going to say anything about the measures
that are to come bhefore ws. Enough has
been said about them, and I agree with a
good deal of it, but the time to deal with
each measure is when it takes the form
of a Bill and is submitted to this House
for consideration. T want to say right
here that we know the Labour party are
placed in power by the people with an
overwhelming majorvity: there ean be no
cavilling about that, and saying that they
are relurned by a narrow majority. 1
am not going into the question as to what
put them there; it is enough for us to
know they are there, but when they come
in with a great majority, on them rests a
big responsibility. Great things will be
expected of them in the very near future,
and I am sorry to see that the financial
position of the State is not as flourish-
ing as it was a short time ago. T rea-
lise the Government have a huge con-
tract before them to please everyhody;
of course, it would be folly fo attempt to
please everybody, but T hope that the La-
bour party will attempt in every instance
to do the greatest good to the greatest
number. In the Speech it was stated that
we should have national pride in the
State. T feel that pride mysetf. I am
proud of this eountry and I look upon the
State as only in its infaney.  There
is room in this conntry for thousands of
individuals and T hope that they will come.
I am not deterred when I find that there
are a certain number of wasters coming
in, because it is inevitable that when a
multitude of new people are coming into
the eountry we shounld get some who are
undesirable. We know that there are a
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certain number of immigrants, T believe
a very small proportion, whom we shounld
be better without, men who are seeking
for work and praying that they will not
get it, but that faet should not in any way
deter us from coutinuing to ask peaple io
come to this land. T may be accunsed of
being somewhat pavochial, but T taike my
cue from the statement in the Governor's
Speech as to what the Government will
do for agriculture, and 1 represent an
agrieultural distriet, one that I consider
is going to be in the near future one of
the mainstays of Western Australia, A
the present time the amount of money
that we are zending away to the Eastern
States for food that could be 2rewn in
the Sonth-Western portion of the State is
something appalling, and T look to ihe
time when we shall produce not only
entough for our own consumption, hnt alse
a surplus for export. TLet me take, for
instance, butter und the famine price of
potatoes at the present time. These are
two produets which unquestionably we
ean produce in Western Ausirslia. [ am
pleased to see that the Government pro-
mise they will look affer agieunlinre,
which ineludes dairying. We must bear
in mind also that in the produetion of
butter we are simply competing against
the Fastern States, the Governments of
which have bolstered up the indusiry by
bonuses and all sorts of aids, whereas the
industry in this State has not rveceived
much assistance. It is trne that there is a
factory in the South-West, and that the
Government have lent eertain money to it,
but they have prelty good security in the
factory. What we have to leok forward
to is someihing akin to the eoltages for
the people, some form of Government as-
sistance in the establishment of dairies and
things like that. T am not going into de-
tails, but these reforms are foreshadowed
in the Governor’s Speech, and T iake ik
that they will be carried out. One of
the main things neeessary to make a suc-
cess of that peliey is irrigation, and the
department has demonstrated in the
South-West what can be done on a small
portion of land in the growing of lucerne
with the aid of irrigation. 1t has been
said that there should be a water scheme
for the South-West drawn from the Collie
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River, and T lLiope that the Government
will bear that projeet in mind. T believe
that the surveys have been made, and I
think it is an ideal place for a water
scheme., Tt is to be hoped (hat the Gov-
ernment will push this matter on as fast
as they can. Then there is the eoal mining
industry, and that brings inte mind the
matter of strikes, which I shall not touch
upon ai any lengih. T think enough has
been said on that cuestion, but I do feel
that the Arbitration Ac¢t has not afeom-
plished that which il was infended o
accomplish; at the same time, we shounld
have it amended and give it another trial
because no labour in (he improving of
that measure will be thrown away if it
suneceeds in preventing jndustrial trouble
such as we have had in the South-West of
tate. Some little time ago a vessel called
at Bunbury for 600 or 700 tons of coal
and ihe order could noi he supplied he-
cause there was a strike on. Bunbury,
by reason of its geographieal position, is
going 1o be one of the first ports in the
State. I will go further and say that the
export tonnage of Bunbury is the fourth
largest in the Commonwealth, and more
than equals the expori trade of all the
oiler ports of Western Aunstralia pui to-
gether. Therefore, we hope that the Gov-
ernment will come forward with improve-
ments to the harbour becanse the works
up to date have amply paid working ex-
penses, interest and sinking fund, and
left a halance as well, and when I say that
the expori tonnage of the port is more
than that of all the other ports in the
State the demands of this place must he
recognised by the Government.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorarvy Minister) :
Jarrah is very heavy.

Hon. . M. CLARKE: T schmit that
it is nol so mueh a question of value. and
T would point out that the profitable char-
acfer of the railwavs has heen largely
accounted for by ihe existence of timber
in that distriet. Onlside of the goldfields
there is not a single industry in the Stale
that has given so much employment and se
much work to the railways as the timber
industry, T reevet ihat the timber sup-
plies are heing cut out very fast, and I do
hope the Government will iake into con-

[COUNCIL.]

sideration the advisability of doing some-
thing to restore the forests.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Whieh forests?

Hon., E. M. CLARKE: The whole of
them. When we consider the large ex-
port from Bunbury, the large arount of
emiployment thai is given. and the huge
sum of money that is distributed, it is
idle to deny that the industry warranis a
considerable expenditure at thai port.
There are other very necessary messures
for the soulh-western distriet. 1 have said
before, and I say ngain, thai the Collie
field has never had unlil very recently
what it is eniitled to. Tt is true that for
a number of years the Government have
been drawing the larger portion of iheir
coal supplies from that field, and for that
they deserve every eredif, buf, on the other
hand, it would be hard to say what we
would bé paying for ceal at the prerent
time if it had not been for the existence
of the Collie eoal field. We have a rail-
way to that field, but thers is no doubt
that a better route counld be had.  There
are three routes suggested, one up the
Preston valley, one up the Ferguson, and
a third along the Collis river, and any
one of them should be found superior to
the present route. T am not going into
details as to the way in which the distriet
has been hampered by the present route,
but T hope that the Government will he
able to afford the expense of sending an
engineer to make a rough survev of these
vavious rontes and report as to which is
the hest. and as to the advisibility of build-
ing a new line. T have little more to say
except (o impress npon the Ministry that
all down in the South-West feel they want
something and something very consider-
able, T do not wish to use any threat or
anything of that sort. but T repeat {here
will he large things expected. T take this
stand now hecanse the Government are in
for ihree vears, and no one ecan say them
nayv uniil sueh time as they sign their own
death warrants, and opportunity dves not
oecur to talk of these loeal malters as I
bavae done.

Hon. T. H. WILDING (East) : With
other members T wish to congratulate Mr.
Drew on the position he holds, also the
Howorary Minister. T feel sure these gen-
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tlemen will carry out the duties of the
high office they hold with credit to them-
selves and also to the Chamber. I was
sorry to hear the remarks of some mem-
bers when they expressed themselves wish-
ful of making this Chamber a party
House because members of this House had
eriticised the (lovernor’s Speech, Mem-
bers in this Chamber have in the past
criticised the Governor’'s Speech more
fully than they have on this oeeasion, and
it is a pity certain members shounld have
made it clear they are wishful of making
this a party Chamber. T want to speak
chiefly on agriculture and the way it will
affect the State as a whole. During the
past sixty or seventy years we have been
trying to settle the lands of Western Aus-
{ralia; and, notwithstanding the faet that
our land laws have been most liberal, it
has been difficult indeed to induce people
to settle in this State; but during the
past six or seven years guite a different
state of affairs has existed, and we find
people anxious to get on the land. Not-
withstanding a great deal of land has been
surveyed, nearly all of it has been selected,
zoing to show that the policy of the Gov-
ernment has induced people to take up
our land. Improvements have taken place
in every distriet throughout the State. A
tremendous amount of land has heen
brought under cultivation, and its devel-
opment has been the means of giving a
great deal of work to many who were in
search of it in this State. Banks have
been only too ready ito lend money, and
this has been of great assistance to the
people in eclearing and bringing their
holdings under cultivaiion, Tt seems to
me great trouble is likely to arise from
the fact that Mr. Bath has thought it
necessary to make a statement io the
effect that the Government were going o
block the transfer of leases, This simply
means that people will not select land.
They cannot go and reside on it for five
vears without assistance. They now get
a great deal of assistance from the store-
keepers. The storekeepers are the means
of keeping a great many people on the

land, and assisting them to develop their

lioldings to a great extent. I only heard
recently of an instanee of one firm which
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has £20,000 owing to it by settlers it has
assisted on the land, but it has absolutely
no security if this new system is put into
practice blocking the transfer of lenses.
We must realise what it means to these
storekeepers who do not want the leases,
but want to see the men remain on the
land te develop it. If the seeurity is taken
away from them in this way it simply
means bankruptey. Should the banks who
have lent money to the merchants call it
in, the merchants will have to bring pres-
sure to bear on the selectors; and if the
setilers have any stock or implements.
the merchants will have to realise on
these, so that it will be the means of
bringing about a disastrous effect on each
party, merchants and selectors. No bank
or finapeial institution will lend money,
because should a man who is on the land
fail to reside there for five years, forfeii-
ure will come about, and the bank’s se-
curity will be gone. So settlers will not
be likely to get that great assistance they
are now getting from financial institu-
tions. This is said by hon. members to
be what they want to bleck. They do not
want to see the banks or other financial
institutions assisting the development of
the land of the State. 1 dare say that
their idea is that the Agricultural Bank
can meet all the requiremeuts of this great
State in the future. What sort of a bank
is it likely to develop intc? We hLave so
mueh land available now, as well as that
already taken up; and if one bank is go-
ing to find the money to assist in the de-
velopment of the whole of our State, it
seems Lo me it will be too much to manage
if attempted. There is no need to inter-
fere with the system that has already done
so mueh to assist the poor man on our
lands. T do not think we are likely to in-
troduce any laws that are going to give
more assistance than our presenti laws, No
doubt in the eastern agricultural porv-
tions of the State it will be necessary to
defer the rents this year, as many of the
farmers have parlial failures and many

_absolute failures; but in doing this, great

care should he exercised thai lhe assist-
ance is not abused in any way. There is
no reason why we should make too much
of this supposed dry season. Although
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we have a light rainfall, the fact remains
that, throughout the Avon Valley where
we have had only about 10 incles doring
the growing season, we have had splendid
crops, up to three ton crops in many
places and in others twa ton erops. It
goes to show that where proper cultiva-
tion and farming on the best methods are
followed the best resulis are oblained.
This applies even mueh further east than
the Avon Valley. At Dowerin there are
good cerops where ihe land was fallowed
at the right time of the vear. 1 mef some
farmers on a depuiation to-dav ahd they
told me it is the same in the Yorkrakine
distriet, that wherever fallowing was done
and wherever cultivation was done they
had good crops, and pretty well np to lwo
tons of hay in places, and that they are
likely to have from 15 to 17 bushels of
wheal. It goes to show that it is not the
season that is bad. Tt is simply the fact
that in the past four or five years we have
had such exceptionally good seasons that
it has induced our farmers to earry on
a careless system of farming. They have
gone ont on the new lands aund sitmply
scarified them and drilled them in to get
the very hest results owing to the good
seasons: bui this year being a light rain-
fall, this system has led to failure. It is
noi because a lof of these farms are {co
far east; it is not altogzether owing to the
light rainfall; beeause at Dowerin they
had less than six inehes during the grow-
ing season, and the same applies to York-
rakine, I point out these faects because
people are running away with the idea
that these people are too far east for a
season like this, It is not so; it is simply
owing to bad methods of farming during
the past five years. But they will continue
to earry on this system. The men who
eame down to this deputation and who
have seen these failures have told me that
it is not going to prevent them ecarrying
on the same system of farming. They
pay they can afford to lose one year out
of six, because they put the crop in so
cheaply and got such good results in a
good season, and the rood seasons are very
much in the majority. I am pleased to
see the Government intend to earvy on a

developmental policy. It is absclutely ne-
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eessary ilat agrienltural railwavs should
be built throughout ihis State wherever
zood agricaltural land exiils. We cannet
develop onr lands by any other means ex-
cept by building railways (o give those
on the land and those going on it an easy
means of gefting their produce to market.
It is nlso necessary that roads and water
supplies shall be provided for the farm-
ers, 1 was pleased to-day, when on a
deputalion io the Minisler for Works, to
realise what sympathy he has for those
on the land, and his great desirve
to give them the water they so much need.
He was most desirous in every way to
meet them. Ii is very nice indeed to see
the Minister for Works displaying this
feeling towards those who are doing so
mueh to develop the land. Improved ship-
ping facilties are necessary at the various
ports throughout the State, and they
must be provided with borrowed money,
hecause al the present time taxation is
sufliciently high, and I am afraid this year
a great many people in the State will feel
that our taxalion is going te bear very
heavily upon thermn. The deputation to-
day sorprised me by informing the Min-
ister what they had done in such a short
fime at Yorkrakine. They have been there
only five or siz years and already they
have close on 100,000 acres under cultiva-
tion, while there is nearly as mmeh more
being prepared. We lnow then that un-
less we have improved shipping facilities
the success of these farmers will be re-
tarded. I nofice also in the Governor’s
Speech that it is intended to give mining
serious consideration. We all know that
mining is a grand industry, and has done
mouch for Western Australia; we also
kmow that the past Government and more
especially the late Minister for Mines,
spent a tremendous lot of money in de-
veloping the industry. We find that there
was spent something like a million of
money outside waterworks, railways, and
hatteries. 1 am not saying for one mo-
ment that this was not justified, or that
the present Government are not justified
in spending a further sum in develop-
ing mines, and endeavouring to find
others, but what I want to say is that T
do not want lo see the mining industry
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carried on too much at the expense of
the agricultural industry, the permanent
industry of the State. We have only to
look back and realise the position we were
in then, and notice the prosperity exist-
ing to-day. Bix years ago there were
pieniy of unemployed, money was scarce
and almest unobtainable; bul what de
we find lo-day? We find that every in-
dustry is flourishing, that our lands arve in
demand, and that every finnucial institu-
tion is endeavouring io spend money on
the lands, and the vesult of it all is the
present prosperity which we are all enjoy-
ing. Agrieullural development means the
gending of money, and I do hope that
the (overnment of the day will borrow
mouney and spend it so as to assist and
bring nbout Further development of this
grent Siate of ours.  The Agrieultural
Department shonld certainly not be
starved. It is absolutely neecessary that
we shonld have inspectors going around
the different seltlements showing those
who have gone on the Jand how to obtain
the best vesults, because there are so
many wmen on the land who are inex-
perienced, and if they do not get advice
from experts the chances are they will
not do that for themselves which we de-
sire to see, and consequently will not
assist in the prosperity of the State. The
same thing applies in eonnection with our
stock and varions other industries. Tt is
necessary that we shonld have inspectors
to go around. At the present time we have
a clean country, both in regard to stock
and wheat, while. with regard to fruit.
we are practically free from the diseases
known to many other countries. I think
it will be a good deal cheaper to appoint
inspectors to keep a close supervision on
our varions industries fhan te allow dis-
ease to make its appearance and then
afterwards make an effort to stamp it
ont, If we take the fruit industry we
mnst realise what it will mean to us in
the near future. There must be a tre-
mendons export trade, particularly in re-
gard to apples and grapes, and that being
g0, it is very necessary that we should
keep it elean. At the present time in
London they think a good deal of our

fruit. Tt is looked upon as some of the
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best grown in Australia, and, that being
the case, we should try to maintain for it
that good name, There is another matter
I wish to deal with in connection with
agriculture, and that is the necessity to
establish agricultural schools in the dif-
ferent agricultural cenires of the State.
We could have them in connection with
some of our State farms, and I dare say
we could have them in some of the other
larger centres. There is no place at the
present time where farmers can send their
sons (o receive an agricultural education;
they acquire a certain amount of practical
knowledge on the farm, but something
further than that is necessary in these
days. We want to give the young men
of the State an opportunity, of learning
some ‘of the selence in eonnection with
agriculture, and there are a great many
youths, who are not farmers, anxious to
2o on the land at the present time, but
we have no place where we can send
them, unless they go on to a2 farm. I have
had scine experience in this way becausae
a nuwher of men have applied to me to
assist them to learn how to farm. I have
not been able to de much in that direction
during the last two or three years be-
cause I have not been able to afford the
time. During the past year I received
letters from about 50 youths, and parents
of youths, asking me to assist them in
this direction. This neot only applies to
people around the agrieultural districts.
but T have had inquiries from the gold-
fields, and from young men with means
who have just come out from England
and who want to go with someone who
ean teach them how to farm the land.
There is no doubt this is a great necessity
and I hope the Government will see their
way to do something in the direetion of
providing agrienltural sehools. I do not
intend to say more but to express the hope
that the Gvernment, which has been re-
terned with such a large majority, will
do their very best for the State, It rests
now with them as to whether this great
State of ours will progress in the future
as it has done in the past five or six years,
and T do hope that if they find in the
legislation they avre introdueing, or in any

of the laws that they are likely to put into
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force, that they are not doing good for
the State, they will at onee alter them, so
that the people may be satisfied and feel
some safety in laying out money to de-
velop the State.

Hon. W. MARWICK (East) : T cannot
let the opportunity go by without offering
a few words of econgratulaiion to the
leader of the House, Mr. Drew, on the
high position to which he has been
elevated, and also to his colleague, M.
Dodd. I also desire to congratuiate thg
two new members for the Metropolitan-
Suburban Provinee, bunt 1 rvegret very
much that they have brought into this
Chamber an element of party feeling, I
fait to see, as has been explained, how
they ecan -give fair and reasonable con-
sideration to the measures which are
brought inta this Chamber if they adopt
a party attitude. T only desire to touch
upon a few peints in the Governor's
Speech. First, T would like to congrain-
late the Government on the substantial
majority which they obtained at the recent
elections, and I trust that they will not
use that majority to the detriment of this
voung State. 1 feel that they have men
in their party who have too much interest
in the State to do anything which is going
to be harmful. T wmight say also, with
regard to the mining industry, and to
whiclh 1 owe a great deal of my pro-
sperily. because I was one of the early
pioneers of that industry, that [ have
watehed it carefully and have always been
I'leased and interested (o see any new
development take place. At all times I
shall give my support to any measure
which is brought forward in the interests
of that great industry. The State owes a
great deal to it and I regret very much
that on a recent visit to the goldfields I
saw evidence of so much stagnation. Tt
is hard to aecount for it but let us hope
that something will be done to further de-
velop the industry. T {rust the Govern-
ment will follow on the lines of the late
Hovernment, and, while on this suhject,
I would like to take the opportunity of
paying a tribute to the late Minister for
Mines, who I have heard spoken of, not
only in the goldfields but all over the

agricultural districts, as one of the men

[COUNCIL.]

who had done great work for the gold-
nmining industry. Ne doubt there has been
a decline in the miring industry in the
Eastern Goldfields, bot we find from time
to iime new flelds breaking out, and that
will prboably continue. Nene of us can
help the partial failing of the industry.
However, I would draw your attention to
another item. I feel somewhat surprised,
and 1 regret very much that so much
should have been said in another place
about the alleged dronght. 1 have been
pretty well all over the agrieultural dis-
triets during the last few months, and I
ean say there is no sueh thing as a
drought. We have had a seareity of rain
in many of the agricultuval distriets, bui
it is very far from being a drought. The
vain has fallen so moderately that it has
heen absorbed by the growing crops, and
but little has been left for the dams. But
I am quite safe in foreeasting that along
the Great Soutbern line and in the Avon
valley the average yield will be better
than it was last year. I take it the Gov-
ernment will find when the year iz ended
that there will not be so much deficiency
in the railway freights as they anticipate,
and I am confident thai they will get a
pleasant surprise.  There will be moie
hay carted than there has been for many
years. I know that owt a considerable
distance east the c¢rops arve very good
This ery has bad a delrimental effeet on
the progress of this young industry. [
know many cases of merchants who have
been advancing to our storekeepers large
nuantities of goods and who are a bit
chary about eontinning, beeause they have
listened to this ery and arve afraid of a
failure. T say there is no failure. As
M. Wilding pointed out, a good deal of
this alleged failure has been due to the
inferior manner in which some of the
farmers have carried out their operations.
Tt will serve to prove to those gentlemen
who eontinune this eareless and indifferent
way of cultivating the land that it would
be wiser to do it in a more systematic
manner. T met a man a few months ago
who has been eight years on a farm in
the dry areas, and he told me he has not
vet bought a plough. Talk to some people
about farmine without a plough and they
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would regard you as a lunatic. However,
that sort of farming has been going on
in our agrienltural belts, and I must con-
fess that the best crop of wheat I ever
reaped was taken off ecnltivated land;
ihat is, land that had not been ploughed,
but merely gone over with a cultivator.
However, sueh a thing might happen only
onee in six vears, and so it is not advisable
to go on with that method. I do hope this
cry of drought will cease, becaunse we want
the eredit of our agrieulturists extended.
They c¢annot have too much eapital, or
have it too cheaply. There is any amount
of money available thronghout Australia
and in the mother country, and the
capitalists are only too willing to lend
it to the farmers. But the farmers want
it cheap, and it will be a difficult task to
gel it cheap if this ery of dronght goes
on mueh longer. One question which
seems to have been left oul of the Gov-
ernor’s Speech is that of providing abat-
toirs and freezing works. I very mueh
regret that the present Governmenti have
not inclnded that as the fivst measure to
be undertaken. We bave heard, especially
on the goldfields and in the metropolitan
districts, the ery about dear meat, about
meat rings, and abount catile kings and
so forth. T happen to be one of those
who have coniributed small quantities of
live siock (o the metropolitan markeis for
a considerable time, and I know a little
abeut the conditions. Leading auetion-
eering firms have asked me how I thought
they could overcome the difficulty of
stopping supplies of live stock going on
the markels at a time when the markets
are not able to absorb them. The only
possible way is to erect abattoirs and
freezers in Fremantle and at Wyndham.
Only last week T had a striking demon-
stration of the faet brought home to me.
This week, last week, and the week before,
I have had lambs on this market. The
week before last they sold very well, Last
week there was a preftty good supply on
top of the previous week’s supply, and
still there was a fair market. This week,
however, there has been a drop of some-
thing like 20 per cent. in the values, and
nnmbers of lambs have been turned back

unsold, and will now become stores. Had
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there been freezers here those Jambs could
have been killed off and put into the cold
chamber ready against the time the market
required {hem, which would be in a month
or so. What a boon this would be fo the
squatters of the Murchison and Gaseoyne
districts n drought seasons, when they
lose their sheep by thousands. They hai
to kill a large nnmber of lambs this year
becanse the warket coud not absorb them,
I hope the Government will establish these
freezers, not only for the purpose of tak-
ing away our lambs and providing a place
to store them in, but alse for the assisi-
ance of the export of surplus fruit. We
have a considerable amount of fruit
grown in the South-Western distriets, and
we look to the London market to take the
sarplus, I just mention lhese facts, and
I hope they will be taken into account,
for I am sure the Government realise that
it will be necessary to do something in
this Tespeet. In reference to the Lands
administration, the announcement of My,
Bath’s policy has raised a great scare
among a good many of our farmers. To
an extent Mr. Bath is right, I do not
believe in land dommying, in any man
holding land without using it, and I hope
thai Mr. Bath will see that the land is
used. Buat I think he is going somewhat
too far when he says he will not allow
transfers for a number of years. The
Hon, Mr. Dodd speaks of having to re-
purchase alienated lands, I am not going
into these details, for I will have a better
opporlunity later on, but I will say thaf
in many eases the allolments have been
too small. I Lnow instances in whieh,
after two years on 500 acres, it has be-
come necessary, even for men trained in
offices in London, to sell their 300 acre
blocks and buy 1,000 ov, perbaps, 2,000
acres on which to exercise their energies.
Such cases should be met, and 1 feel con-
fident Mv. Rath will meet them. 1 know ko
will not earry out his pelicy in the way
many fear. He will be lenient, T am sure,
and I hope also that he will be caations. |
know from experience that Mr. Bath’s
utterances have resulted in a great scave,
but no doubt that seare will pass. If ths
zennine farmer works his land he will

have no trouble in getting his transfer, if
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necessary. DMinisters, we are lold, intend
to bring about a reduction of their
salaries. I caonot undersiand this
subtlety, taking into consideration - that
when the Bill was introduced in another
place no objection was wraised in  any
guarter. I take if, in fact I know, that
these gentlemnen were then desirous of
having an increase, and at that stage they
had no desire to prevent Ministers from
getting an increase also. I think this
latest attempt is somewhat 1idiculous, and
I hope they will drop it altogether.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) : As the hour is late I shall
neeessarily have to condense my remavks.
In the first place allow me thank hon.
members for their econgratulations upon
my elevation to the position of leader of
the House. I desire to thank them also
for their assurances of belp in my efforts
to carry oul the business of the Chamber.
I had no misgivings as to the treatment
I should receive, when I accepted the
position I now hold. I have had experi-
ence in the Legislative Council before,
when I oenpied this same position for 12
months. I accepted it at the time with-
out experieuce, and took charge of one of
the most important porifolios in the
Government, and although I had not had
(ime 1o ger a grip of the details of vavious
rieasures this Chamber gave me every
assistanee, with the result that of the 41
Bills brought down 39 passed the Legisla-
tive Couneil.

Hon. W. Kingsmill : Yet we are told
to-night it is a party Chamber.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Mem-
bers, of course, exercised their right of
eriticism, as they do on every oeccasion,
and I cannot see that there could be any
possible or reasonable objection to such
a eourse ; but on no oceasion, so far as
I eau vecollect, have the members of the
Chamber been unfair or guilty of any-
thing in the direction of wanton eriticism.
I have reason to extend every courtesy to
{he members of the House, and to fur-
nish them with every available informa-
tion to assist them in ecoming to a fair
and impartial conclusion in dealing with
measures before the House. The ques-

tion of freehold versus leaseho!d has been

[COUNCIL.] :

freely touched upon during the course of
the debate, but T wish to inform you that
so far as the Government are concerned,
that is a battle which has been fought
and won, It was fought and won during
the recent gencral elections, when both
gueslions were submitted to the decisions
of the people and were thoroughly dis-
cussed from every standpoint. On the
one side the advantages of the leasehold
system were pointed out, dwelt upon, and
emphasised, and on the other side the
leasehold was deseribed as something ap-
proaching confiseation.  Afler hearing
both sides the electors of Western Aus-
tralia have come to a decision, and that
decision is in favour of the introduetion
of the leasehold system. T do not wish to
deceive members, I wish to take them
into my confidence, and I tell them that
the day is not £ar distant when the lease-
hold system will be adopted in its en-
tirety in this State by the present Gov-
ernment, Up to the present only town
lots have Leen withdrawn from sale, but
it is the desire of the Government to do
nothing that will interfere with the
course of seltlement, and it 1s their inten-
tion not to abolish the old sysiem until
the new is in thorough working order.
Their frst efforts, therefore, will be to
pertect the new system hefore abolishing
the old. There seems to be an impres-
sion that land settlement will be very
much affected by the introduetion of
leasehold, Bnt after studying the ques-
tion closely I have come to the conclusion
that whatever may he the effect on town
bloeks, agrieuliural settlement will be
considerably helped by the new system.
At the present time land 20 miles from a
railway is bringing 30s, per scre. I do
not know what is the experience of
members in other distriets, but in my own
district Jand remote from railways
is being sold at 30s. per acre. A man
must have at least 1,000 acres of that land
to become a successful farmer, and con-
secquently he must pay for 20 years a sum
ol £73 per annum. How ean an ordinary
man who is without capital find £75 per
annum for eonditional purchase payments
over a period of 20 yvears? If something
eould be introduced on the lines of the
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system Ilollowed in New South Wales, to
whieh Mr. Piesse referred last night, and
if in the first place a reasonable valuation
could be placed on the land and the in-
terest were made as low as possible, as in
the oiher State, a man taking up 1,000
aeres would, instead of having to pay £75
per annum, be called upon to pay oaly
about £14 15s. Consequently thounsands
of people, who under the present condi-
tions cannof take up land becaunse they
have not sufficient eapilal, would be placed
on ihe land nnder the system which the
Government inlend to introduce.  The
question of immigration has heen referred
to during the debate, and the fact that it
huas heen omiiled from the Governor’s
Speech has been eommenied upon. There
are scores of matters which are nm
inclnded in the Speech and to which no
reference is made. There are various
planks of the labour platform which will
be eventually introduced, and they are not
referved to, and there are a number of
railways which are not specified, and other
Bills which the (Government will intro-
duce, perhaps not rthis session, but in
some Iniure session. But hecange immi-
gralion is not referred to in the Speech
that is no indieation that the Govern-
ment have not given this matter careful
consideration, and that they do not realise
its importance. The first Government to
take in hand serionsly the question of im-
migration was the Labour Govermmment
under the leadership of Mr. Daglish. We
placed on the Estimntes a sum of £10,000
with a view to encouraging immigration,
and our first step was to appoint a Royal
Commission, not comprised of members
of the Labour party but of men with

lengthy agrienltural  experience. and
with Mr. Charles Harper as Chajrman,

The sole object of appointing that Com-
misgsion was to devise some scheme in the
direction of encouraging agrienltural im-
migration, and from that step proceeded
the system of light agricultural lines
which have done so much for the country,
The Government do not intend to in any
way disturh the policy of immigration,
and it is the intention of the Government
to eontinue the poliecy. hnt the greatest
eantion will be exercised in selecting the
class of immigrants who will be hronght

167

to Western Australia. The class of Ln-
migramt whom the Governmeut desive lo
see come to the State is the man who will
eventually settle on the land, At the
present time there are many people eom-
ing to this State assisted by the CGiovern-
ment who are not suitable at all for the
purposes for which they have been intro-
duced. Ounly to-day, for instance, 1 had
an immigrant come to my office looking
for work, and he was a dyer who could not
get any employment in FPerth. The Gov-
ernment, while continuing a policy of im-
migraiion, will endeavour to seenre men
who will prove the best settlers for West-
ern Australin. We, of counrse, desire to
prevent anvthing in the nature of an un-
employed diffienlty, and from fignres ob-
tained at the Labowr Bureau | have dis-
covered that there were 843 applicants for
employment at the bureau dnring the
month of October, or 176 more than dur-
ing the corresponding month of last year.
So that hon. members will realise that
great caution must be exercised lest, in-
stead of bringing men who ean he profit-
ably and usefully employed "as farm
labourers. men are hrought to the Stale
who will remain in Lbhe City and create an
unemployed diffienlty, which the Govern-
ment are anXious to avoid. With regxard
to the proposed Parliamentary Committee
of Public Works, and the workers’ homes,
those are matters that ecan be discussed
when the Bills ecome before the House.
and T do not wish to delay members at
this late hour with any lengthy referenece
to them. In regard to the proposed re-
duction of Ministerial salaries, Mr. Cullen
stoted that it was a foolish proposal and
it looked as if the Government were
posing. When men are sacrifieing £1.800
a vear their actions can searcely he de-
seribed as posing. After the aetion of
the previons Qovernment in introduecing
a Parliamentary Allowanees Bill. and in-
serting a clanse by which their own salar-
ies were raised, in face of the fact that
they had previously announced that they
would rednce their own salaries. we have
decided that we have no alternative hni
tn snbmit a Bill for the vednetion of
Ministerial salaries, There has been some
ecomplaint from hon. members as to the
reference to the partial Aronght in some
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districts—a very innocent and a very
necessary reference, which is included in
the Governor's Speech because we wish
Parliament to understand clearly what the
position is. The Government have had
to spend n large sum of money in afford-
ing relief to distressed settlers. Water
supplies have been provided, and the Gov-
ernment intend to go further, and in bona
fide cases give extended time for the pay-
ment of rents. They will go even beyond
that, if necessary. Not only in the East-
ern distriets but also in the North does
this partial drought exist, and the Gov-
ernment have to find money; it is diffi-
enlt, but they intend to face the difficulty
bravely.

Hon. E. McLarty: There was no ex-
pression of regret for the pastoralists in
connection with their losses.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
think there iz some cxpression of sym-
pathy with the pastoralists, but T think
that in mosl instances the pastoralists
are not in sueh a condition az many of
these agrieultural settlers are; they have
generally a very good banking account.
On account of the dry season the ex-
penditure will be increased and the in-
come is likely to he decreased to a large
extent, T should think, taking into ae-
count the temporary losses of land rents
and the loss of revenne in connection
with the railways. The announcement of
the Minister for Lands in connection
with transfers has come in for a large
amonnt of criticism, but the sole ohjeet
of thal declaration of policy is the pre-
vention of {he unhealthy trafficking in
land that undoubtedly exists, What is
the position now? A man, fo all appear-
ances a bona fide selector. goes hefore
the land hoard and there may be 19
other applicanls. He lakes an oath and
swears to cerlain facts, on the strength
of whieh he secures a block of land, and
the 19 other applicants go landless. The
next thing that is beard is that within
a week or a fortnight he has disposed
of his right for £50. There are other
cases. Land has been held for 12 or 18
months and nothing dove with it, and
we can show that it has then been sold
without any improvements on it for from
£600 to £800. And that is not a solitary

[COUNCIL.)

instance. Owing to these discoveries the
Government decided lo take some action
in order to prevent ithis specunlation.
Land booming in any shape or form is
to be deprecated, but land beoming in
connection with agrienlture is almost a
erime. The value of agricultural land is
determined by its closeness to a railway
and its nearness to {he market, and when
dealings of this nature are going on, the
land is penalised for all time through
the intervention of the middle man, and
the prevention of that is the sole object
of this new regulation. If the regulation
is read elosely it will be seen that the
Minister inlends to exercise reasonable
diseretion in this matter, and every case
is to be considered on its mevits. The
Minister’s action is in stricl aceord with _
the spirit of Clause 142 of the Land Aect,
which states that (here shall be no trans-
fer without the eonsent in writing of the
Minister. Al one (ime, before there
could be a transfer, the Minister had to
sigh a decument, but subsequently that
power was delegnted to the Under See-
relary; now it is the intention of the Min-
ister to personally examine and decide up-
on all applications for transfer, and wher-
ever there is a bona fide case and it is ad-
visable to show lenieney I do not think
Mr. Bath will be found wanting. It
has heen hinted that the banks intend
to put the serew on those penple who
borrow meney from thew; but in my ex-
perience it is impossible to borrow money
on conditional purchase blocks unless im-
provements are carried out. The land
must be heavily improved before a pri-
vate finaneial instilution will lend money
on it; and if the Government insist on
improvements being cavried out, surely
they are helping to provide more security
for the banks. Suppose a man fails
and the bank requires a iransfer, ean
one say that any Government, if the
bank had bona fide lent money to assist
in earrying out improvements on the
land, would confiscate the bank’s monev?
I do not think go. All these things can-
net be explained in a regulation, but any
man of comtnon sense should be able to
comprehend the situation, We would need
to deaft a regulation that would extend
over 50 or 60 pages of the Government
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Gazetle. As a matter of fact, full dis-
eretion lies with the Minister, and T do
not think it will be found he will act
in any way unjustly ov harshly to any
section of the communtiy except pure
speculators, Through these speculators
large estates have been piled up in vari-
ous districts. The speculator uses dum-
mies, and eventually sells back to the
Government at as much as five or six
times the amount of money it cost him.
I can go even further. He not only
gets blocks himself but he geis his
friends, customers, and relations to take
up blocks, and eventually the State has

to pay 17s. 6d. or £1 or more per
acre for what eost 3s. 9d. per
acre. It is said the speculator does

not exist, but we have only to look
at the advertising columns of the daily
papers of two months ago to discover col-
nmns of advertisements advertising blocks
for sale. Yet some members say if the
specnlator exists he exists lo a limited ex-
tent only. Mr. Connolly complained
there was no reference in the Governor’s
Speech to freezing works at Wyndham.,
The position in reference io these works is
that nothing has actually been done ex-
cept the preparation of plans. The Gav-
erunment have noi yet had the opportunity
of going into this question, hut when they
do go into it they will come to some de-
finite decision and act promptly. I need
nof delay the House. It has often been
said that the Address-in-reply debale is
a waste of ime. I have never supported
that view. T think it is valuable from
many standpoints. It enables the repre-
sentatives of various districis Lo express
opinions and criticise the policy of the
Government in power, and it is a vainable
help to Ministers'in another place or their
representatives in this House. 1 feel a
certain nmount of gratitude to members
for the fairness of their erilicisms doring
the conrse of the debate. 1 do not think
there was a single instance in which an
unfair attack was made on the present
Government or hias
" hibited in any shape or form. Nembers
did not even criticise to the same extent
as they have eriticised Governor’s Speeches

in which was ex-

on former occasions, buf their criticisms

169

have been delivered in a fair,
intellizent way.

Question pnt and passed;
adopted,

honest and

the Address

ADJOURNMENT—ONE WEEK.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) moved—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 21st Nevember.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 9.53 p.am.
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The SPEATKER took the Chair at 2- 30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (4)—COLLIE COAL
MINERS.

Police Court proceedings.

Mr. A. A. WILSON asked the Minister
for Jusiice,—1, Is he aware that on
September 20, before the Collie Police
Court, Mr. Aleock, on behalf of the Crown
Prosecutor, asked for an adjournment
of cases against the Collie Burn strikers,
and that he and Mr. Wall promised if
such adjournment was granted the



